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“Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your
neighbors, and let each new year find you a better man.”
-Benjamin Franklin

-–Matthew 1:21
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A Reason for Hope
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” (O Little Town of Bethlehem.)

How are you feeling about a new year? Expectations that it will be better? Worse? The same?
Are you hopeful or pessimistic? We are still dealing with a pandemic that some of us had
“hoped” would be over by now. We are learning about a new omicron variant and still not sure
how much that will impact us. Will the pandemic be over this year? Will it ever be completely
over? Will people come back to church? Will life be normal or will we discover a new normal?
Some have lost loved ones this past year and we may wonder who we may lose this year, and
not just to the pandemic.

There are lots of things that can cause us to worry and be afraid. Is it possible to face a new year
with hope? Hope doesn’t mean optimism. It doesn’t mean denying reality and living in some
false illusion. We can still grieve and at the same time have hope.
I noticed that I had just written that we had “hoped” that the pandemic would be over by now.
And I realize that we use hope in a lot of different ways. We tend to use the word hope as a
desire or wish or an expectation. But when it comes to our Christian faith, hope takes on a
deeper meaning.

Henri Nouwen writes in one of his devotions, “Optimism and hope are radically different
attitudes. Optimism is the expectation that things - the weather, human relationships, the
economy, the political situation, (I add, the pandemic) will get better. Hope is the trust that God
will fulfill God’s promises to us in a way that leads us to true freedom. The optimist speaks about
concrete changes in the future. The person of hope lives in the moment with the knowledge and
trust that all of life is in good hands.”
Our hope lies ultimately in God and in God’s promise to be with us and never abandon us. Our
hope lies in the promise that suffering, disease and even death do not have the final say. And
this kind of hope is not just a wish or a longing. This kind of hope is already fulfilled because
God keeps God’s promises. God promised that God would send his Son and God did. We just
celebrated that at Christmas. In the birth of Jesus, God became a human. That means that God
is with us. God knows what it is like to be human. Jesus grew up and experienced grief,

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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suffering, pain and death. So that means that God knows what it is like to grieve, suffer and and
experience death as well as have joy and celebrate.
Only God can give us this kind of hope. It may look foolish to others. Having this hope will
affect how we live our lives. It isn’t easy and it takes courage to live lives of hope when it
doesn’t look like we have reasons to hope. But living lives with hope will also be a witness to
our faith in God.
We may not know what lies in the future but we do know that God is there.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
-Pastor Rick Biedermann



OFFERING
ENVELOPES
2022 Offering Envelopes
are available to
pick up in the back
of the Sanctuary.

January 23, 2022
After Worship
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Meeting Highlights from December


Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2022 following worship.



Mission Outreach Sunday for January will be on the 9th and will support the
Eau Claire Warming Center for Homeless.



The Annual Budget for 2022 was discussed and approved.
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MISSION OUTREACH SUNDAY:
Eau Claire Warming Center
January 9th

We have designated the 2nd Sunday of the month as Mission Outreach Sunday. Council will choose a
project to support each month and we will have a special offering. (This is above and beyond any
regular church offerings). There will be designated offering envelopes available next to the
bulletins, starting the week prior. You can also mail a check (specify the project or mission
outreach) or donate online through our website (Online Giving) and Mission Outreach.
Link for Online Giving: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YXCH/home

WEAU News Report: https://www.weau.com/content/news/Warming-center-opens-in-Eau-Claire-566269741.html
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How Communities are Bringing Back
to One of Malawi’s Lakes

Willard has been fishing on the shores of Lake Malombe in the Republic of Malawi
for more than 40 years. He says that, over the years, environmental degradation
and overfishing of the lake have taken a heavy toll on the fish and fortunes of local
fishers.

“The fish numbers started dwindling years ago,’’ Willard says. “All the banana plantations were destroyed; the
grasses and trees were cut down for building homes, and now the river banks and lake shores are bare. The
fish don’t have enough breeding sites.”
With its many lakes, this landlocked African country has a rich fishing tradition and nearly 1.6 million people in
lakeside communities depend on fishing for their lives and livelihoods.
But Lake Malombe has seen its fish species disappear and its ecosystem damaged.

Nkacha fishing nets, which are the most common, tend to destroy fish nests and cause turbidity and that
disturbs the fish and their breeding.

Small-scale fishers are also competing with larger fishers, who have bigger boats and are better resourced
with more elaborate fishing gears and nets. This activity is not only decimating fish numbers, it is also
damaging the lake’s fish breeding grounds, relates Mattson.
Climate change is also threatening the lake’s future productivity as temperature changes and fluctuating
rainfall impact the fish, their habitat and biodiversity.

Supported by the Global Environment Facility, their project, entitled Fisheries Resilience for Malawi (FIRM),
promotes an ecosystem approach to fisheries management, a holistic approach to managing fisheries and
living aquatic resources and promoting conservation and sustainable use of the whole ecosystem.

“Working with village leaders and local entities known as Beach Village Committees, the fishers have been
learning about conservation measures designed to regenerate the quality and quantity of fish in the lake and
to safeguard their environment.
Fishers and their families are also learning about climate trends and extreme events.

“We are in a vicious cycle,” says Mattson. “If there is increased climate variablity, people will be more
vulnerable than they should be unless resources are managed in a different way.”

With the project’s support, the community focused on “bringing back the fish” and drew up a plan of action
which included the adoption of new by-laws and the creation of two no-fishing zones that provide suitable
breeding and nursery habitats for fish.

Nevarson Msusa, District Fisheries Officer, says the FIRM project has already had a positive impact on local
fisheries management. “Community members have embraced conservation,” Msusa says. “Trees have been
planted; river banks are better managed; fishing gear and activities are more controlled, and the fish
populations and species are increasing.’’

Alfred Juma, a 40-year-old fisher who participated in the project, says the training empowered the fishers and
gave them skills to assess their resources and environmental problems and how to take appropriate action.

“We all took responsibility for fisheries management, and we have seen an improvement in our fish species
and fish catch,” Alfred says. “The increased fish sales have a great impact on our livelihoods.’’

Anasi Devi, a female fisher from Mwalija Village agrees. “For the first time in my life, I heard fishers celebrating
and community members chanting and singing! Celebrating a bumper catch at Mwalija was unbelievable.
Some women came running to the hillside to call us; we saw the catch with our own eyes! Our sanctuaries
have plenty of fish.”
Illegal fishing practices were also highlighted and communities have stepped up water patrols and efforts to
reduce the use of destructive fishing gears, such as mosquito nets, that are
used to sweep up juvenile fish and eggs. Vasco Schmidt, FAO Aquaculture
and Fisheries Officer in southern Africa, says it’s a long process to educate
and encourage fishers and community leaders but the results are
encouraging.
Awareness is growing and as fishers are mobilized they are urging other
lakeside communities to take action to safeguard the lake and give it a
sustainable future to better protect lives and livelihoods.

https://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1456042/
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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Calendar for January 2022
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )
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ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon 9am-2pm
Wed 11:30am - 4:30pm
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER
Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Sue Mandehr (Treas.)
Maxine O’Brien (Sec.), Mike Vagts, Jill
Jungerberg, Kay Wathke
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.

Prayer Chain: Lorraine Schilling (Chair)

Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.

Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.

Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 9:30 am.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.

Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.

Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.

Youth Committee: Oversees youth group.
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.

St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith & Maxine
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
O’Brien (Co-Chairs) Group gathers for lunch
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
once a month.
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

