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"Glory to God in the highest, and on Earth
Peace, good will towards men."
-Luke 2:14

Upcoming Events

-–Matthew 1:21
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Dec 1st - 5pm - Wed. Advent Devotionals begin
Dec 5th - 11:30am - Decorate church for X-Mas
Dec 19th - 10:30am - Children’s X-Mas Program
Dec 24th - 4:30pm - Candlelight X-Mas Eve Service
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It is getting increasingly difficult to sort out the important from the unimportant. Christmas time
can be a challenging time to keep the main thing the main thing. We can become overwhelmed
with all the messages and information and noise that bombard us every day. We have TVs with
cable or dish, with DVRs to record shows to watch later or connected to the internet to stream
shows. We have laptops, tablets and smart phones that give us way more information and
entertainment than we really need. We have Facebook, YouTube, Tik-Tok, Instant Messaging
and Twitter that can take hours of our time. There are movies and shows available through
many different media outlets. And then there are all the video games and other games
available. The competition for our attention is huge. And it increases even more during the
Christmas season. It takes intentionality for us to not be distracted.
Do you look forward to Christmas or dread it? For some people, the holiday is a difficult time.
They may have lost a loved one and Christmas will be different this year. It is easy to have too
high of expectations, either our own or from others that we end up disappointed or exhausted.
Do you want a respite? Do you want a break? Do you need to be reminded about what really
matters?

In the church calendar year, we have a four-week season called Advent. Advent is a time for us
to slow down and be reminded what this season is truly all about -to keep the main thing the
main thing. I encourage you to have an advent wreath and light the appropriate number of
candles each evening. There are free devotionals available at the church to use.

And don’t forget about worship. The Advent season begins November 28th. For four weeks we
set aside time to help us prepare for the coming or advent of Jesus. When we make time for
weekly worship, either in person or virtually, we are reminded that Jesus comes to us in our
grief, our disappointments, and our crazy schedules. In worship we are reminded that Jesus will
come again someday, and he comes to us each day. He comes to us in the word of God through
scripture and sermons, in the taste of wine and bread, and some songs and prayers. And on
Christmas Eve we celebrate God coming to us in his Son, Jesus. That is really what we need
most. That is how we keep the main thing the main thing.

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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Advent is a contemplative season. It is a time to intentionally block out all the other noise of the
season and listen for God’s voice. It is a time to turn away from our sin - all that seeks to bring
death or brokenness in our lives and turn toward a God who gives us life. You are invited to
come and worship, either in church or online on Facebook or YouTube to help you be ready for
Jesus to come more fully into your busy, noisy lives with his peace and unconditional love.
-Pastor Rick

Nov 2021
Yearly
Budget:
$151,942.43

Needed Weekly
Offering:
$2,921.97

October
Receipts:
$11,200.57

Budgeted
Amount:
$128,566.68

Year to
Percent
Date:
Reached:
$111,364.70 73%

2021

Page 4

THE PARISH VISITOR

Meeting Highlights from November


A new digital piano was purchased with memorial funds.



Discussion on the 2022 budget.



Chose Chippewa Valley Street Ministry for Mission Outreach Sunday in
December.



Decided to not take reservations for Christmas Eve and to encourage
people who are not vaccinated to watch from home.



Property committee plans to replace downspouts/gutters on the church,
The bathrooms also are on the list to be painted along with the new
ductwork.

Online Worship Services
We live-stream our worship services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am. Holy Communion will be on the first,
third and fifth weeks (please have bread and juice or wine available). You can get all the links for watching,
the bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook. There is also a call-in option for those who do
not have internet access.
Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0
nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBX
Q58em-360PnIyxf-0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/
SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
Dial-in Option: 877-848-5715 (Let the office know if you would like to have an automatic call to you when the
service begins.)
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MISSION OUTREACH SUNDAY:
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry
December 12th

We have designated the 2nd Sunday of the month as Mission Outreach Sunday. Council will choose a
project to support each month and we will have a special offering. There will be designated
offering envelopes available next to the bulletins, starting the week prior. You can also mail a
check (specify the project or mission outreach) or donate online through our website
(Online Giving) and the select the project from the fund options.
Link for Online Giving:

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YXCH/home

Annual

Committee Reports

Please submit your Committee Reports for our Annual Report by
December 15th. Digital format preferred and can be emailed to
Laurel at admin@stjamestrinity.org.
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Malawi: 8th Poorest Country

The official poverty rate in the United States
was 11.4% in 2020, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau. By measures from the World Bank,
poverty in America is higher than in parts of
Asia but much lower than in much of Africa.
One nation in Africa is Burundi, the poorest
country in the world.
While there is no absolute method for
determining poverty rates, there is one that is
widely accepted.
Gross national income, or GNI, is the sum of
money earned by a country’s population and businesses within a given year. It
includes income earned by corporations or persons based in a given country but
operating outside of its borders. GNI is a useful measure for determining the
overall income of a country. The measure helps indicate which countries are the
richest and the poorest in the world
To determine the poorest country in the world, 24/7 Wall St. reviewed GNI per
capita data from the World Bank for 193 countries and special regions.
Nearly all of the poorest countries in the world are located in Africa. The continent
has long struggled with violent conflicts and political instability. Professors Daron
Acemoglu and James A. Robinson explained in a paper on poverty in Africa that the
continent struggles economically because “property rights are insecure and very
inefficiently organized, markets do not function well, states are weak, and political
systems do not provide public goods.” They added that these “dysfunctional
dynamics were then further reinforced by colonialism.”
Even though some of these African countries have enough natural resources, like oil
and gold, to lift incomes, much of the wealth goes to a select few at the top of the
political system, leaving much of the population in poverty.
Malawi (tied with Madagascar)
> GNI per capita: $1,540
> 2020 GDP: $12.0 billion
> Life expectancy: 64.3 years
> Population: 19.1 million
Malawi's economy struggles more than that of nearly
every other country on Earth. Its GNI per capita is
$1,540. For context, the U.S. GNI per capita is nearly 43
times higher. More than 82% of Malawi's 19.1 million
residents live in a rural area, often isolating them
from health care and economic opportunities.
Malawi has the second highest share of people living in
extreme poverty of any nation in the world, at 69.2%.
The worldwide extreme poverty rate is 9.3%.
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October/November 2021
In Honor of or In Memory of:
Judy Volbrecht
Judy Volbrecht
Judy Volbrecht
Erick Kromrey
Howard Jungerberg
Marlene Wendt
Bruce Olson
Beverly Aasen
Adam Oas
Adam Oas
Adam Oas
Bruce Olson
Bruce Olson

Given By:

Steve & Betty Bischoff
Hazel Tumm
Dawn Pearson
Ron & Mary Tumm
Shirley Jungerberg
Maxine O’Brien
Steve & Betty Bischoff
Shirley Jungerberg
Marian Brown
Dorothy Kaeding
Daniel Aiken
Family & Friends
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein

Fund:

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Samaritan Fund
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
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Chippewa Valley Street Ministry Journal - November 21, 2021
We are concerned about the immediate future for our unhoused community members. We've
written nearly in each journal about the fact that there are few bathrooms, decreased access to
water and no daytime shelter or night time warming center for overflow available for safety for
this winter season. Our concern is combined with frustration for various reasons: the people we
serve are finding fewer and fewer places to go yet there is new construction from one end of
downtown to the other; services are difficult for our brothers and sisters to obtain whether due
to Covid, changes in staffing, lack of phone access, etc. The poor seem to be getting poorer and
the unhoused seem to have fewer options. Not having a safe place to go this winter is a life and
death situation -- this is not meant to be dramatic but to be perfectly clear: people can and may
die if they have no option for safety in the months ahead. If you have any way of helping to
provide for safety for this population, please reach out.
Some of our homeless friends we talk with have discussed that they would like to work but are
offered 2nd and 3rd shift options. While there is a shift differential and the earnings are
satisfactory, the issue becomes the fact that they have nowhere to sleep prior to returning to
work. They must leave the shelter at or around 7 to 8 am and likely have to stay awake until the
later work shift begins. Whether they are working or not, being sleep deprived is dangerous and
poor choices are often made while in this condition -- that's true for all of us. It is unfair to expect
someone who is stressed about finances or worried how they will obtain their basic needs to
maintain long term employment without sleep. They are expected to work to "better
themselves" but they cannot secure their basic needs.
Recently, the ALICE report was issued by the United Way -- this is a measure to understand the
struggles of households that earn above the federal poverty line, but below the cost to provide
basic needs, including housing, transportation, and child care. Both Chippewa and Eau Claire
Counties indicate that residents are continuing to struggle. An ALICE report from a few years
ago indicated that Eau Claire County was in the top three poorest counties in the state,
unfortunately it appears there may be a trend occurring. There is a link for more information in
the following article: ALICE report . Currently, 32 % of Chippewa
County is living below the threshold and 35% of Eau Claire County
is below the threshold.
As we approach the Holidays, please keep the unhoused in our
community as well as the working poor and those experiencing
poverty in your thoughts and prayers. Depression, isolation and
loneliness all increase in these populations at this time of year. A
greeting, a wave, even a smile will go a long way this season.
Thank you for your dedication to the unhoused community.
Please keep their safety in your thoughts and prayers.
-Chippewa Valley Street Ministry staff

We pray you’ll find many beautiful new reasons to praise God
during this Holy Season.

Pastor Rick

Merry Christmas!
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Calendar for December 2021
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )
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ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon 9am-2pm
Wed 11:30am - 4:30pm
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER
Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Sue Mandehr (Treas.)
Maxine O’Brien (Sec.), Mike Vagts, Jill
Jungerberg, Kay Wathke
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.

Youth Committee: Oversees youth group.
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.

Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith & Maxine Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
O’Brien (Co-Chairs) Group gathers for lunch
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman
once a month.
Prayer Chain: Lorraine Schilling (Chair)

