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"I give anks to you, O Lord my God, wi my whole heart, and
I will glorify your name forever."
-Psalm 86:12
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What Makes a Person a Saint?
It will be All Saints Sunday Nov 7th. It is a time for us to remember those who have died in the
faith. We also reflect on who exactly is a saint and what makes them a saint. We may question
some of those who have died and their saintliness. We knew them too well. But the basic
“requirement” for being a saint is to be baptized. In our baptism we are made right with God
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Martin Luther makes the point that we are both sinner
and saint at the same time.

That being said there are other marks or indications of those who are trying to live out their
identity as a saint. They have come to know the unconditional love God has for them as shown
in Jesus and have a desire to live out their faith. They want to live a life that is shaped and
marked with how Jesus lived, and yet knowing that they will never achieve it. So one trait of a
saint is humility. They do not see themselves as better than others. A saint knows that they are
still a sinner and not in a position to judge anyone.

Another mark of a saint is compassion. It can be a challenge sometimes to show compassion to
people who are “different” from us. Let me share a devotion I read recently by a Roman
Catholic Jesuit, Richard Rohr.

“We see this movement toward a shared compassion in all true saints. For example, St. Francis
was able to rightly distinguish between institutional evil and the individual who is victimized by
it. He still felt compassion for the individual soldiers fighting in the crusades, although he
objected to the war itself. He realized the folly and yet the sincerity of their patriotism, which
led them, however, to be un-patriotic to the much larger kingdom of God, where he placed his
first and final loyalty. What Jesus calls “the Reign of God,” we could call the Great Compassion.

Author Judy Cannato, believed this Great Compassion was Jesus’ primary objective. She writes:
‘The realm of God that Jesus preached and died for was one that was known for its kindness
and generosity, its compassion and healing. There was no one deemed outside the love of the
Holy One whom Jesus called “Father.” No one was excluded from fellowship, not the rich or
poor, male or female, slave or free. Jesus went beyond superficial divisions and called for a
culture of compassion.

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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Compassion changes everything. Compassion heals. Compassion mends the broken and
restores what has been lost. Compassion draws together those who have been estranged or
never even dreamed they were connected. Compassion pulls us out of ourselves and into the
heart of another, placing us on holy ground where we instinctively take off our shoes and walk
in reverence. Compassion springs out of vulnerability and triumphs in unity.’ [1]
As we journey through this life, we give thanks for those who have died in the faith. God has
already made you a saint, and now we try to live into what that means through living lives of
humility and compassion.
Pastor Rick

[1] Judy Cannato, Field of Compassion: How the New Cosmology Is Transforming Spiritual Life (Sorin Books:
2010), 8.

Adapted from Richard Rohr, Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi (Franciscan Media: 2014), 28,

157–158.

Sept 2021

Sunday, Nov. 7th

Yearly
Budget:
$151,942.43

Needed Weekly
Offering:
$2,921.97

September
Receipts:
$11,684.48

Budgeted
Amount:
$113,956.83

Year to
Percent
Date:
Reached:
$100,164.13 66%

Online Worship Services
We have returned to In-Person worship but will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook starting at 10:30
am. Holy Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please have bread and juice or wine available). You can
get all the links for watching, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook.
Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8Ld
UKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/
SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
Dial-in Option: LANDLINE ONLY: 800-719-6100 Access code: 5496519; CELL PHONE ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600,
605-475-2879 Access code: 5496519
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Mission Outreach Sunday: World Hunger
November 14th
We will have a special offering dedicated to World Hunger on Sunday, November 14th during worship.
There are special World Hunger offering envelopes available next to the bulletins.
You can also mail a check (specify world hunger) or donate online through our website
(Online Giving) and choose World Hunger from the fund options.
Link for Online Giving: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YXCH/home

ELCA World Hunger
More than 820 million people - that's about 11 percent of people in our world today - are hungry.
As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and
gets to work.
Working with and through our congregations, in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely
positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to
animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it
possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of
hunger and poverty.
Hunger facts







821 million people around the world - that's more than 1 in 10 - can't access the food they
need to live active, healthy lives.
According to the most recent estimates, 736 million people live in extreme poverty on less
than $1.90 per day. That's 10% of the world's population.
At some point in 2017 (the most recent year
available), more than 40 million people in
the United States were unsure where their
next meal might come from.
39.7 million Americans were living in poverty
in 2017. For a family of four, this means their
annual household income was below
$25,094.

Source: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-andDevelopment/ELCA-World-Hunger
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Meeting Highlights from OCTOBER


Sold 29 pies at the Merchant Fest totaling $406.50 donated to Fall Creek
School Student Assistance.



Approved a quote to replace downspouts and garage gutters for
parsonage.



Council will be working on the budget for 2022.

First Woman Ordained in
Malawi

Eau Claire County 2021 Holiday Provider
Appreciation Drive-Thru Event

Bertha Godfrey Munkhondya
became the first woman
ordained to the ministry of
word and sacrament in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Malawi (ELCM) on Sept. 26.
In a congratulatory letter to the ELCM and the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) communion of churches
Munkhondya on behalf of the communion, LWF General
Secretary Martin Junge expressed gratitude for
Munkhondya’s willingness to serve the church as an
ordained minister and for the ELCM’s commitment
to gender justice.

“May Munkhondya’s ordination inspires girls and women
to pursue theological education and respond to the call to
ministry. Gender justice in the church and society is our
shared commitment and our witness to the world,”
Junge wrote.
“The LWF communion congratulates the church for the
commitment and support to both women and men in
theological studies, and we pray that many more women
will receive support and be called to the ordained
ministry,” LWF leadership continued.
Munkhondya, originally from Chisenga, Chitipa, Malawi,
studied theology at the Tumaini University Makumira in
Arusha, Tanzania, and will serve as associate pastor of
the ELCM Cathedral in Lilongwe.
Munkhondya will serve as associate pastor of the ELCM
Cathedral in Lilongwe.

This article first appeared at lutheranworld.org
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2021/10/first-woman-ordained-inthe-evangelical-lutheran-church-in-malawi/

Goal: To provide each foster, respite and kinship

family with a Family Craft Night Bag to promote
family interaction during the holidays!
Items Needed:

Holiday Craft Projects









Ornament Kits

Card Making Kits

Gift Cards (in $5 or $10 amounts to put in bags)


Themed Baskets for Raffled Gifts

There is a donation box in the hallway near the office.
Items will be picked up on November 15th.

Contact Kim Schlais with any questions at 715-829-4191
or email kim.schlais@co.eau-claire.wi.us

Page 6

THE PARISH VISITOR

Holidays in November
Nov. 1

All Saint’s Day

Nov. 4

National Men Make Dinner Day

Nov. 3
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 9
Nov. 9

Nov. 13

Nov. 14

Nov. 14

Nov. 17
Nov. 19

Nov. 21

National Stress Awareness Day
National Redhead Day

Daylight Savings Time Ends
World Freedom Day
World Adoption Day
World Kindness Day

World Diabetes Day



Winter Jackets



Thermals/Long Underwear

National Hiking Day



Winter Gloves



Winter Hats



Winter Boots



Wool Socks

National Pickle Day

International Men’s Day
World Hello Day

Nov. 21

National Stuffing Day

Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 23
Nov. 26
Nov. 26

Nov. 27

Nov. 28
Nov. 29

Nov. 30

CV Street Ministry Needs List:

National Adoption Day
Black Friday

Men’s & Women’s
All Sizes needed for each.

National Cake Day

Small Business Saturday
First Sunday of Advent
Cyber Monday

National Mason Jar Day

There is a box for donations
in the Fellowship Hall.

Poinseia

ders

It’s time to order Christmas Poinsettias! The order forms are
available next to the bulletins or on our website. They are $9.50
each and the orders need to be received by November 21st.
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Calendar for November 2021
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon 9am-2pm
Wed 11:30am - 4:30pm
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER
Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Sue Mandehr (Treas.)
Maxine O’Brien (Sec.), Mike Vagts, Jill
Jungerberg, Kay Wathke
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.

Youth Committee: Oversees youth group.
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.

Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith & Maxine
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
O’Brien (Co-Chairs) Group gathers for lunch
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman
once a month.
Prayer Chain: Lorraine Schilling (Chair)

