T
he Parish V
isit
or

OCTOBER 2021
VOLUME V ISSUE X

S t . J a m e s Tr i n i t y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ( S J T )

Jack Thomson 10/1
Elaine Sedgeman 10/2

Cailey Sorensen 10/19

Marcy Johnson 10/4

Corbin Sell 10/ 19

Russel Vagts 10/7

Ronald Tumm 10/19

Bob Kaatz 10/7

Lorraine Kromrey 10/21

Donna Larsen 10/7

Mary Tumm 10/22

Bruce Olson 10/9

Kallen Kranig 10/23

Lucas Sedgeman 10/12

Kennedy Stutzman 10/28

Rilynn Vagts 10/12

Hazel Tumm 10/28

Jane Becker 10/17

Lynndie Kaeding 10/28

Shirley Klingbeil 10/18

Doris Hennig 10/29

Sophie Sell 10/19

Dick Mandehr 10/31

Darkne cannot drive out darkne; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.

-Martin Luther King, Jr.
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The Dark Night of the Soul

Some Christians throughout history have identified times in their lives when they have a serious
struggle with their faith. It is often prompted by a tragedy or a crisis in their life when things look
very hopeless and they wonder where God is in their turmoil or in the world. In going through this
dark night of the soul, a person has the potential to go through a spiritual transformation where they
are no longer the same. Where they are learning to still trust God even when it doesn’t make sense.
I’d like to share what Pastor Cameron Trimble says about this in light of what we all have been going
through these past years.

The term “dark night of the soul” comes from the Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross (1541-1597). He
writes about the experience as one of profound spiritual transformation marked by a time of
purification and clarification of one’s senses and then learning to live with radical faith and trust.
When you experience a dark night of the soul, you are never the same.

Cameron says, “I do have the sense that we are all living through a collective ‘dark night’ experience.
By this, I mean that we are living in unsettling days that offer no obvious way ‘out.’ We face challenges
that do not have easy solutions, leaving us to push past the edge of what is reliable and familiar. These
days demand a new imagination from us, one that questions how life works (and doesn’t work). Dark
nights call for a spiritual response, not a therapeutic or purely political one.

The basic question is not ‘why has this happened’ but once tragedy occurs, ‘who are we now because
of it’?”
I agree with Cameron’s response to these questions. “First, I believe that God does not cause bad
things to happen. God is not a punitive parent who makes us suffer to teach us lessons. We live in a
world of free will, and a condition for that freedom includes suffering.

Secondly, I understand that God is with us through it all. When we grieve, God grieves all while
hoping (and working) for our healing and wholeness. In our ‘dark nights’, I trust God to be bringing
resurrection from the crucifying experiences of life. Most often, that transformation comes through
the deep, caring love we show one another.”
We are facing many challenges in our world today that feels like a collective dark night of the soul,
from political divisiveness which has contributed to how we respond to Covid-19 to global climate

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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change to racism to lower church attendance and the list goes on. We may feel like despairing. But I
pray that this will lead to a transformation, our own transformation, the transformation of the
church and a transformation of a world shaped more by compassion and love. And this will start
with each one of us caring for each other.
During times like what we are facing, I am reminded how much we need each other. As Cameron
says, “Life is not a ‘do it yourself’ project. I am glad that God has created us not for isolation, but for
community. When we care about one another and reach out to one another, then we can make it
through. We are all in this together.”
In Christ,

Pastor Rick

We had a beautiful day to have an
outdoor service which included
the Blessing of the backpacks and
a wonderful meal following
worship in the pavilion at Keller
Park. The service project was to
clean the headstones in Trinity
Cemetery. We had 17 people help
with this. Thanks to all who helped
in any way for the day.
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Covid – a word no one likes to hear or think about but we continue to do so. Our
Malawian brothers and sisters share our concern and struggle with us on how to live in
these trying times. The good news is that with the approaching Malawian summer
season, cases are slowing. However, the most recent news is:










As of September 19, there are now 61,363 confirmed cases and 2,261 deaths
Only about 2% are fully vaccinated due to vaccination hesitancy
Hesitancy is caused by misperceptions of the jabs' efficacy and safety
Anyone over the age of 18 may receive the vaccine (Johnson & Johnson or
AstraZeneca)
Health authorities are deploying mobile vaccination clinics to bring the vaccines
closer to the rural villages
Health officials are working with traditional leaders to mobilize and tell their
communities about the need to be vaccinated when the mobile clinics visit their
villages
In May, Malawi incinerated about 20,000 AstraZeneca doses that had expired
after many people refused the jab due to concerns about its safety and
efficacy.
A target of 60% of the population be vaccinated by 2022.

Lord, as we pray for Malawi, we pray for victory in the widespread battle against Covid
and for successful education and vaccination programs. We pray that churches,
hospitals, and mobile clinics might be better equipped and envisioned to face Covid with
effective ministries. We pray for our brothers and sisters find comfort in your
presence. Amen.
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Meeting Highlights from September


Two monitors have been installed in the Sanctuary. One 55” above the exit and 75”
above the pulpit.



Pastor Rick will be at a Fall Ministry Retreat from Sunday, Sept. 26th to Tuesday, Sept.
28th.



Confirmation and Sunday School start the week of Sept. 19th.

August 2021
In Honor of or In Memory of:

Given By:

Fund:

Vivian Tumm, Steve & Betty Bischoff, Bud & Lucille Drehmel,
Dorothy Kaeding, Doris Hennig, Don & Daniel Aiken, Hazel Tumm,
Arlan & Loretta Carter, Randy & Kay Wathke, Marcy Johnson,
Shirley Jungerberg, Mary Gustafson, Shirley Klingbeil, Jill Jungerberg,
Furnace
Maxine O'Brien, Dawn Pearson, Leonese Smith, Dennis & Joan
Schiefelbein, Jay & Lisa Johnson, Gordon & Carol Dahl, Jack & Lorraine
Schilling

Erick Kromrey

Erick Kromrey
Erick Kromrey
Erick Kromrey
Erick Kromrey

Don & Ellen Smith

Repair

Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein

LWR-Haiti

Beverly Aasen

Duane & Carol Cance
Sue Sell
Steve & Paulette Oas
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein, Jack & Lorraine Schilling

LaVern Thomas

Don & Elaine Sedgeman

Russel Vagt’s Baptism

Elevator/Lift
Altar Guild
Choir
Furnace
Parsonage Repair

Online Worship Services

We have returned to In-Person worship but will continue to live-stream our worship services on Facebook
starting at 10:30 am. Holy Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please have bread and juice
or wine available). You can get all the links for watching, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving
on our website or on Facebook.

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8Ld
UKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/

SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
Dial-in Option: LANDLINE ONLY: 800-719-6100 Access code: 5496519; CELL PHONE ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600,
605-475-2879 Access code: 5496519

Page 6

THE PARISH VISITOR

August 2021

FIRST COMMUNION
We had 9 students take the
sacrament during first

Yearly
Budget:
$151,942.43

Needed Weekly
Offering:
$2,921.97

July
Receipts:
$10,169.26
Year to
Date:
$88,479.65

Budgeted
Amount:
$102,268.95
Percent
Reached:
58%

Communion on September 19th.
Reese Gerike

Jaelyn Martzke

Andrew Jungerberg Kouper Salter
Layla Schlais

Rejee Salter

Rex Kaeding

Braydy Salter

Sophie Kaeding

On All Saints Sunday, November 7th, it has been our tradition at St.
James Trinity to read the names of those dear to us that have
passed away in the last 3 years.
Please watch for instructions to submit names online
or there will be forms available at both entryways
next to the bulletins during worship.
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Calendar for October 2021
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Sue Mandehr (Treas.)
Maxine O’Brien (Sec.), Mike Vagts, Jill
Jungerberg, Kay Wathke
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.

Youth Committee: Oversees youth group.
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.

Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith & Maxine Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
O’Brien (Co-Chairs) Group gathers for lunch
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman
once a month.
Prayer Chain: Lorraine Schilling (Chair)

