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God’s Work Our Hands & Blessing of Backpacks:
Sept. 12th during worship @ Keller Park
(See page 5 for details)
Sunday School:

Starts Sept. 19th

First Communion Class:

Sept. 18th from 10am-11:30am
First Communion:

Sept. 19th during worship
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Stand Firm in the Lord
I wonder how many people spend much time thinking about what they are going to wear. I suppose
some people give it a lot of thought and want to make sure they have the right colors that match.
Maybe they have a certain color that they look better in. Others (like myself) don’t spend much time
thinking about it. (Probably not too surprised.) I hope to at least have matching colors of socks.With
school beginning soon, some kids go shopping for new clothes. Others may not have that luxury. We
wear clothes primarily for either fashion or function. I recently preached a sermon from Ephesians
6:13-17 about the clothing that God gives us to wear.

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day,
and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around
your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever
will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith,
with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

I’ve been thinking more about how God gives us this armor to wear each day. This is more about
function than fashion. We need to wear this armor because there are “many flaming arrows from the
evil one.” There is much happening in our world and lives can lead us to lose hope and despair. My
sister is fighting the battle of cancer as she has had a recurrence of cancer she had five years ago. We
know of loved ones, friends or even ourselves who are facing major health crises. We are now facing
the Delta variant of the coronavirus. We had hoped to be past this by now. I am thankful for
vaccinations and now booster shots to help. But it can all be so discouraging. People debate, and even
get into fights whether or not to be vaccinated or require masks. That is why we put on the shoes of
the gospel of peace. We are to be peacemakers.

And then we hear about what’s happening in Afghanistan and Haiti and the floods down south, the
hurricane in the northeast and the fires of California. Enough already! Now I want to be clear that
God is not causing these bad things. God does not send natural disasters or cause people to get cancer
or any other illness. God did not give my sister cancer. Paul in Ephesians makes it clear that there are
forces of evil that are contrary to God’s good will. “For our struggle is not against enemies of blood
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Page 3

VOLUME V ISSUE IX

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

These spiritual forces of evil seek to wreak havoc and cause us to lose hope. But God doesn’t want us
to lose hope or to despair. God wants to protect us as we daily face these opposing forces of God. This
doesn’t mean that we won’t grieve, or even be angry. We will still grieve our losses but with our
protective armor, we know that God’s will cannot be ultimately defeated. When God raised Jesus
from the dead, we now know that death does not have the final say. God is more powerful.
Paul concludes with the words, “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.”
We need to keep praying. Praying for ourselves, for others, for our world.

So when you get up in the morning and put on your clothes, don’t forget to put on the whole armor of
God so that you can stand firm and “be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.”
-Pastor Rick

Online Worship Services
We have returned to In-Person worship but will continue to live-stream our worship services on
Facebook starting at 8:30 am. Holy Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please
have bread and juice or wine available). You can get all the links for watching, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook.

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8Ld
UKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/

SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
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MASK UPDATE
Following the CDC, Eau Claire County and Wisconsin
Council of Churches guidelines, we are asking that all
people (age 5 and up), vaccinated or not, wear masks
indoors.
indoors If you do not have one, we can provide one. We
realize that children under 12 cannot be vaccinated as well
as others and we want to make sure they are safe. We
strive to be a part of the community around us and serve
that community in word and deed. The things we do inside
our walls affect other people outside those walls. By
following the established Public Health guidelines, we are
sending a message to those around us that we care about
their health and safety, whether they attend our church or
not.
We also will be returning to social distancing during
worship and will have every other pew taped.

Yellowstone Art Trail

English Lutheran Church of Bateman is hosting
artists for the Annual Yellowstone Art Trail this
year. The artists will be set up in the Fellowship Hall
on September 10th & 11th from 9am 5pm. The
Men’s Stuff Sale will also be going on in the pavilion.
Lunch will be served and there is a playground
available for kids while you visit and shop!
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Meeting Highlights from August


Property Committee – Bathrooms will get new no-touch towel and soap
dispenser and cement repair at the parsonage will be done.



In accordance with CDC and Eau Claire County guidelines, council decided to
make masks and social distancing mandatory for indoor worship. Masks are
optional for outdoor worship at Keller Park on 9/12.



Pastor has contacted several sources for a Youth Director.



Kay Scharn has resigned as choir director. A survey will go out to members
interested in being a director and for members who would like to be in the
choir.

We will have outdoor worship at
Keller Park (masks are optional)
at 10:30am. There will be a meal
following worship. We will then
have a service event of cleaning
the gravestones at the
cemetery. Please bring brushes,
buckets, spray bottles, and
ammonia, if you have them. We
will provide some of these items
as well. If there is bad weather
we will worship in the church.
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Items Needed:















Candy/Snacks (granola bars, crackers,
fun-size candy bars)
Backpacks
Underware
(Men’s & Women’s—New in package)
Socks
Bus Passes
Gas Cards
Food Cards
Monetary Donations
Hoodies (esp. XL and up)

July 2021

Warm Gloves (L/XL)
Handwarmers
Winter Coats (XL and up)
Thermal Underware (esp. bottoms)
Winter Boots (all sizes, men & women)

Yearly
Budget:
$151,942.43

Needed Weekly
Offering:
$2,921.97

July
Receipts:
$10,305.80
Year to
Date:
$78,310.39

Budgeted
Amount:
$87,659.10
Percent
Reached:
52%

Page 7

VOLUME V ISSUE IX

Calendar for September 2021
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

If Malawi were your home instead of The United States you would…













Die 19.57 years sooner
Be 18 times more likely to have AIDS/HIV
Be 7.8 times more likely to die in infancy
Make 98.3% less in money
spend 99.72% less money on health care
use 99.14 less electricity
consume 98.82% less oil
be 89.68% less likely to be in prison
be 52.63% less likely to be murdered
experience 13.33% less of a class divide
have 3.1 times more babies

For more information on Malawi: http://nwswi.org/malawi

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Sue Mandehr (Treas.)
Maxine O’Brien (Sec.), Mike Vagts, Jill
Jungerberg, Kay Wathke
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Maxine O’Brien (Chair)
Keep leadership and the congregation
outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.
Prayer Chain: Lorraine Schilling (Chair)

Youth Committee: Oversees youth group.
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

