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“Come away to a deserted place all by
yourselves and rest a while."

– Mark 6:31

-–Matthew 1:21
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Because I will be on vacation when my newsletter is due, I decided to use a devotion from a daily
email that I get from Richard Rohr. (I don't always agree with all his thoughts, but I do with this one.)
-Pastor Rick

Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation

From the Center for Action and Contemplation
Jesus’ Upside-Down World

What is called the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel (5:1–7:29) is called the Sermon on the Plain in
Luke’s Gospel (6:20–49). What we call in Matthew the Eight Beatitudes, we call in Luke the Blessings and
Woes (four of each). Today we will look at the four blessings.
Blessed are you who are poor, for the reign of God is yours.

Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh.

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as
evil on account of the Human One. (Luke 6:20–22)
In this chapter of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus has just chosen his twelve disciples on the mountain. These are the
very first words recorded that he says to them and to the great crowd that gathered, so they must be
important. I think he’s describing what the world would look like if people really followed him. He’s giving
us an upside-down version of reality that turns middle-class morality on its head.
Blessed are you who are poor.

What a strange thing to say! Does anyone really think today that the poor are blessed? I don’t think so.
Most of us are enthralled by capitalism and think it is the rich who are blessed. We have even turned the
Gospel into a “prosperity” message—that if we have enough faith, God rewards us with financial success.
That sure doesn’t sound like what Jesus is saying here! Scholars teach that Luke was talking to a poor
community, and so in this passage Jesus is affirming the poor directly. He doesn’t soften things like

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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Matthew does for his more well-off community by saying “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”
Blessed are you who are now hungry.

Jesus seems to be teaching that we need to choose at least a bit of dissatisfaction—which is the human
situation anyway—so that we long for God. God alone is the One who will finally satisfy us.

Blessed are you who weep now.

Weeping doesn’t sound like a very positive thing, but people who have gone through major grief often tend
to be more compassionate, more forgiving and understanding. Somehow, grief softens the heart.

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as
evil on account of the Human One.
Talk about an upside-down universe! I’m not happy when people hate me and some people do hate me.
Jesus is saying that we have to find our happiness somewhere other than in people’s opinions about us. If
we don’t, it’s just up and down, constantly assessing, who likes me today? If we want to build our life on a
solid foundation, we need to base it on God who loves us unconditionally, constantly, and without
exception. Then we don’t go up and down. We know who we are now and forever.

Adapted from Richard Rohr, “What the World Would Look like If Jesus’ Worldview Was in Control,” homily, February 17, 2019.

Members needed for Fun Fest Parade!

If anyone is able to ride/walk during the parade on August 1st,
we're looking for help with passing out flyers and toss candy.
Parade lineup is at 10:30 near St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Look
for a red Ford truck with the SJT banners on it. If you have
any questions, get in touch with Sheena Kaatz 715.577.4823

Community
Outreach
Meeting
August 11th @ 6pm

Online Worship Services

We have returned to In-Person worship but will continue to live-stream our worship services on
Facebook starting at 8:30 am. Holy Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please
have bread and juice or wine available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not
able to watch online starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the
bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook. They will also be
emailed before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8Ld
UKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/

SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
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Meeting Highlights from JuLY


Social distancing will no longer be required (people may still social distance
if they feel more comfortable but we will not require it) and the hymnals,
offering envelopes and Bibles have been returned to the pews.



Jamie Gerike will be heading up our Sunday School program which will kick
off on September 12th with Blessing of Backpacks at Keller Park and classes
starting the next Sunday.



God’s Work Our Hands will be September 12th. Worship at Keller Park at 10:30
am, picnic at 11:30 and cleaning at Trinity Cemetery afterwards.

June 2021
In Honor of or In Memory of:

Given By:

Fund:

Elaine Sedgeman’s Father
Jean Hoelker
Dennis Stabenow
Jean Hoelker
Judy Kromrey
Kallen Kranig Baptism

Marcella Johnson
Marcella Johnson
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Steve & Betty Bischoff
Steve & Betty Bischoff
Steve & Paulette Oas

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Misc.

June 2021
Yearly
Budget:
$151,942.43

Needed Weekly
Offering:
$2,921.97

June
Receipts:
$12,260.55
Year to
Date:
$68,004.59

Budgeted
Amount:
$75,971.22

Percent
Reached:
45%

We will resume Monday Aug. 16th
at 9 am. Any larger pieces of
material is appreciated and also
queen size sheets for backing.
Our work is sent to
those in need.
Please join us - all are welcome!
-June Kaatz
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Chippewa

Valley Street Ministry Journal
July 20, 2021

There is much to talk about and as hard as we try, it's hard to produce a positive report for you. The people we
serve are struggling day after day and it seems that as much as we all try to help them, their situations don’t
change – often through no fault of their own. Systems are difficult to navigate, barriers upon barriers exist.
The homeless are affected by the decisions and policies made for them by people who haven't walked in their
shoes -- people with options, people with resources, people with privilege.

When we are out on the street, we talk to dozens of people who stop by for food, water, or clothing, or simply
to have a conversation. Several people have told us that they are tired. They are tired of having nowhere to go
during the day. They are tired of being out in the elements, many are sunburned and the rain last week made
a difficult situation even harder to bear. They are tired of the danger they are in by being vulnerable to others.
We've noted in our last journals that we're regularly told there's simply no place to go, no easily accessible
bathrooms, no water. The street ministry has been providing water up to three times a day to keep people
hydrated and have made nightly safety checks every night for the past three years. Our presence provides for
many needs but not for bathroom use. Those needing to utilize the shelter are stuck in a cycle and have little
chance to get out of it.

During the pandemic, there were 100+ people staying at the
remote homeless shelter, some of whom were not necessarily in need of
shelter but participated in what would be considered criminalistic behavior
at the shelter location. This criminal behavior involved sex trafficking and
drug dealing. When the shelter relocated, this criminal activity followed
the shelter downtown. These behaviors are a threat to the homeless guests
and staff and puts them in harm's way. The street ministry is assisting
with these safety issues and looking at ways to address this concern.

We have heard that there are drugs being cut with other substances making an already dangerous behavior
even more dangerous. While we don’t necessarily condone the behavior, we are realistic that it occurs and do
not want additional harm to come to anyone. There has been suspicion of bath salts being cut into the various
drugs used and the effects from this have been terrifying for several of our brothers and sisters to experience
and/or observe. This community also experienced some poisoned heroin being distributed which resulted in
death for a number of people early last year. We were alerted to this tragedy and did alert our
street and homeless friends as well as city officials but more than a few young people died as a result, some
were friends of the street ministry's and we mourn their passing.

The reality of their vulnerability and their potential future was made more evident to many
of our older population when the woman passed away on the bench on Barstow St. We have
heard comments from a few people that they will be the next person to die on a bench. This
weighs heavily on our hearts and minds as we want no harm to come to anyone but what can
be done? The hope that we try to have and give out is in short supply these days.

We met a man who cannot eat much of the food we provide because he is diabetic. He
reports that he is being tested for liver cancer and he is concerned as he had experienced a
form of cancer several years ago. He is in need of clothing and shoes that we did not have in
stock in the clothing van but will provide upon our return next week. While he is new to
living in a city, he has learned to navigate the bus system and can get to his appointments as they are
scheduled. He is someone we will be checking on regularly to ensure his safety. We will also invest in some
diabetic-friendly food for him.

We are aware of the increase in Covid cases and hope that not only the people we serve will be safe but also all
of you. Our visitors are often in close quarters with one another, increasing their risk to infection. We talk
about the risk and encourage distancing. We had relaxed our mask requirements but to keep everyone safe,
we will return to the use of masks if it is deemed appropriate.

Thank you for your support of the ministry. Because of your donations, we are able to provide necessary items
to the people in need living without permanent shelter. Please keep the people we serve in your thoughts and
prayers.

Blessings to all!

-Street Ministry Staff
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Calendar for August 2021
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

Blessing of Backpacks:

Sept. 12th during worship @ Keller Park
Sunday School:

Starts Sept. 19th

First Communion Class:

Sept. 18th from 10am-11:30am
First Communion:

Sept. 19th during worship

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Sue Mandehr (Treas.)
Maxine O’Brien (Sec.), Mike Vagts, Jill
Jungerberg, Kay Wathke
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Maxine O’Brien (Chair)
Keep leadership and the congregation
outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.
Prayer Chain: Lorraine Schilling (Chair)

Youth Committee: Oversees youth group.
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

