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Rise and Shine and
give God the glory.
-–Matthew 1:21
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“What Are We Going to Do Now?”
In a sermon recently I talked about when our daughter, Rachel was about 5 or 6 years old she would
always ask the question, “what are we going to do now? ” I thank that is a good question to ask for
ourselves and for our church as we begin to see a gradual end to the pandemic. More and more people
are getting vaccinated. Which, by the way, getting vaccinated is the way we as Christians show love
for other and I encourage everyone to do so.

But what are we going to do now? We are now worshipping back in the church building with masks
and social distancing. But will things really go back to normal? Do we want it to go back to normal?
We have seen the injustice of racism and poverty during this pandemic. What are we going to do
about that as individuals and as a church? There are people who are dealing with a lot of anxiety and
fear as a result of this pandemic. What can we do to so they can get help? Does being a part of a church
and hearing the promises that Jesus is with us and who gives us peace and hope make a difference?
Obviously, I believe it does but I hope you believe that too. So what do we do now? We can invite
others to come to church as we open up more and more. We let people know what difference our faith
makes in helping us deal with the fears and stresses of life. We can share why we are a Christian.
What do we do now? Maybe some of us need to be more intentional in practicing the disciplines of
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. A number of years ago Pastor Michael Foss wrote a book called
“Power Surge.” In that book he wrote about the marks of a disciple. What does it look like for someone
to be a disciple of Jesus? He used the acronym PWRSRGE (Powersurge) to help us remember these
marks.
P- Pray

W- Worship

R- Relationships

S- Serve

R- Read the Bible,

G- Give generously

E – Evangelist (invite others).

Mission Statement:

MAY 31, 2021

Our mission is to respond in fait h to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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Now there can be much said about each of these (which is what made it a book), but I’d like to invite
you to focus on one or two of these marks that you want to work on or strengthen. If you would like to
focus on reading the Bible (which would be a good one) , one way of reading the Bible is called Lectio
Divina (Latin for divine/sacred reading.) It began in the third century and is a way of becoming
immersed in the Scriptures very personally. See the guideline in the newsletter (Pages 5 & 6). If you
need any help or other resources, please let me know.

In Christ,
Pastor Rick

(Please continue to PAGE 5)

May 9, 2021

Online Worship Services
We have returned to In-Person worship but will continue to provide our Sunday worship service livestreamed on Facebook starting at 8:30 am. Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks
(please have bread and juice or wine available). A call-in option is also available for those who
are not able to watch online starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling,
the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook. They will also be
emailed before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8Ld
UKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/

SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL


It was decided that committees/groups can start to meet again at the
church using social distancing and masks.



Going to look into when singing can be done safely again and discuss at the
next meeting.



Endowment Board will be meeting on April 21st to discuss scholarship
applications.



First tablet has been sent out to our homebound members. Planning to
purchase 3 more.

LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP
There will be summer Bible camp at Luther Park in Chetek this summer.
They will be taking precautions to minimize Covid risk. More info about

safety precautions can be found at http://lutherpark.org/home/covid-19-

updates. Camper scholarships are available to help with the cost. Let Pastor
Rick know if you would like to receive one. You can register online at http://
lutherpark.org/summer-camp.

Yearly
Budget—$151,942.43
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,921.97

April 2021

Jan. Receipts$12,229.86

Year to
Date—$45,597.31

Budgeted
Amount-$49,673.49
Percent
Reached—30%

Bible study will now be held in the church library starting this
Wednesday, May 5th at 10:30am. All will need to wear masks and
we will keep social distance. We will still provide the option for
people to call in on the phone if they choose not to attend.
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• Choose a text of the Scriptures that you wish to pray. (Works best with shorter passages – a
single story by Jesus or a Psalm. You could choose a lesson from Sunday’s worship service.)
• Place yourself in a quiet environment. Calm your anxieties and thoughts and
acknowledge God’s presence. You may want to light a candle. Plan on 15- 30 minutes for
this practice.
• Offer a prayer to the Holy Spirit for inspiration and guidance: Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten
my heart and mind to listen to your Word.
1. Lectio (Read): Read the text slowly and prayerfully, constantly listening for that word that
God has prepared for you. Read the text two more times to help quiet yourself interiorly and
focus on God’s voice. Listen and receive the Word that God speaks to you.
2. Meditatio (Reflect): When a word or phrase strikes you, stop and rest with it. Repeat the
word or phrase to yourself. Allow it to speak to you in a personal way by pondering the
word in your heart, reflecting on what it means to you. Memorize it and repeat it to yourself,
allowing it to interact with your thoughts, hopes, memories, and desires.
3. Oratio (Respond): Prayer is your response to God’s word. It begins your dialogue with God
that comes from your heart. Formulate a prayer, as a response to God. What do you want
to say to the Lord in response to the Word spoken to you? Enter into this loving conversation
with God.
4. Contemplatio (Rest): Rest in God’s presence and receive His transforming embrace. Sit
still with God, realizing that in this deep and profound relationship, words are not necessary.
Be content and at peace with a wordless, quiet rest in God, which brings joy to the heart.
Remember that contemplation is not your action or doing, rather it is allowing God to act in
you.
It’s important to remember that Lectio Divina is not an end in itself or another spiritual
practice to tick off our to-do list. It helps us hear specifically and individually from God
through Scripture, guided by the Holy Spirit, and deepens our relationship with Him.
Here is one guide from https://www.soulshepherding.org/ignatian-meditation-guides/
Confessing Our Need For Christ (Week 1: Beginning The Spiritual Exercises.)
Mark 10:35-52: “What do you want from Jesus?” Cultivating a desire for Jesus enables us to
experience God’s loving presence.
Acts 16:6-15: “Paul Discerns the Spirit’s Leading.” Paul shows us how to follow the Spirit of
Jesus step-by-step.
John 8:1-11: “Jesus does not Condemn You!” No matter what our shortcomings or sins, God
extends his mercy and grace to us through Christ.
(Cont’d Next Page)

Page 6

T HE PA RI S H V IS IT OR
John 8:1-11: “Jesus does not Condemn You!” No matter what our shortcomings or sins, God
extends his mercy and grace to us through Christ.
Following Jesus in God’s Kingdom (Week 2: Jesus’ Infancy and Hidden Life.)
Luke 2:1-7: “The Birth of Christ” Joining Mary and Joseph’s hard journey to Bethlehem, we
find surprising hospitality as Jesus is born amongst the animals.
Matthew 3:13-17: “The Heavens Open at Jesus’ Baptism.” Standing with Jesus in baptism we
enter into the Trinitarian society of the Kingdom of the Heavens.
Mark 1:14-20: “Jesus Calls his Disciples.” By the lakeside, Jesus calls us with the fisherman:
“Come! Follow me.”
With Jesus at the Cross (Week 3: The Passion of Christ.)
John 13:1-17: “Jesus Washes his Disciples’ Feet.” Jesus shows us that true teachers and
leaders are loving servants.
Matthew 26:20-30: “The Lord’s Supper” Jesus ministers his body and blood to the Twelve,
including Judas, and to each of us.
Mark 15:33-39: “Jesus is Crucified and Forsaken.” Mark shows Jesus on the cross, suffering
alone and crying out to a God who seems to have abandoned him.
With the Risen Christ (Week 4: The Joy of a Risen Life!)
Mark 16:1-11: “He is Risen! Jesus Appears to Mary.” The first Evangelist of Jesus’ resurrection is
a woman he delivered of seven demons.
John 21:15-25: “Jesus Restores Peter.” The Lord reconciles Peter with three chances to say “I
love you!”
Matthew 28:16-20: “Jesus’ Great Commission.” We’re called to apprentice people to Jesus,
baptize them in his Trinitarian reality, and teach them how to implement his teachings in
daily life.~

Page 7

Calendar for May 2021
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )
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ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Ron Menard (Treas.),
April Marty (Sec.) Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
Jill Jungerberg, Sue Mandehr
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Mike Vagts (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Maxine O’Brien (Chair)
Keep leadership and the congregation
outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Pastor Rick (Chair) Oversees
youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

