February 21, 2021
First Sunday in Lent

Welcome

St. James Trinity Lutheran Church

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)

P

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. C Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

C

P

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus. C Amen.

Gathering Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (vv.1,4)
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Prayer of the Day
P
C

Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May
your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
P

C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

1To

you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
P
C

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might
proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
10And

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Pastor Rick Biedermann

Hymn of the Day: O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

Apostle’s Creed
C
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
P

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.

P

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout
the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your
salvation. Hear us, O God… C Your mercy is great.

P
P
P
C

(A brief silence.)

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s
creatures from destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science
educators. Hear us, O God… C Your mercy is great.

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in
our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear
us, O God… C Your mercy is great.

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who
suffer, especially those affected by the pandemic and (names…). Hear us, O God…
Your mercy is great.

Prayers: Bruce Steinke as well as those we name aloud or in our hearts.

P

P
P
C

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s
ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. C Your mercy is great.
(Here other intercessions may be offered.)

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those
who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear
us, O God… C Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering

(You may mail or use online giving for your offering. Link is at the end of the bulletin.)

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion

“The body of Christ given for you.”…… “ The blood of Christ shed for you.”

Prayer after Communion
P
C

Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
in this holy meal you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
P

You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

C

Dismissal
P
C

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Link for Online Giving

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nF
x2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58
em-360PnIyxf-0w=&ver=3

Announcements
 FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM – We encourage you to “LIKE” the worship live-stream that you just

watched on Facebook. Also, please “SHARE” with friends and family to spread the word!



ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – Has been postponed until April 11th due to Covid-19



PRAYER CHAIN – Our Prayer Chain is available for anyone requesting prayers. Please call

concerns. Watch for more details…

Lorraine Schilling at 715-877-2599, Mary Tumm at 715-877-2916 or email Sue Sell at
sueesell@gmail.com.
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