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“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.”
– Matthew 1:21
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The Squeaky Wheel
Are you more of a morning person or a late night person? Some people wake up all cheery, singing a
song and ready to go. Others of us (myself included) take a longer time. You don't even want to talk to
some people until they've had their morning coffee. Parents may struggle with trying to get their kids
up and ready for school.

I remember having a paper route as a kid and how hard it was to get up to deliver the Sunday morning
paper. It was still dark and it seemed like everyone else was asleep. I also remember pulling a wagon
loaded with papers and what seemed like a loud, squeaky wheel. And I wondered if I might have
waked up some people with the squeaky wheel on my wagon.
Sometimes the Bible can be like a squeaky wheel. That's the way I hear the following verse from
Romans: "Brothers and sisters ... the moment is here for you to stop sleeping and wake up, because by
now our salvation is nearer than when we first began to believe. The night is nearly over, daylight is
on the way; so let us throw off everything that belongs to the darkness and equip ourselves for the
light" (Romans 13:11-12). Or when Jesus says in Mark 13: 35, “Therefore, keep awake—for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake.”
Advent is a time to be reminded that we need to be awake and alert for how Jesus comes to us in our
lives. Rather than looking forward to “presents” we are to look forward to the “presence” of Jesus.
Christmas is a good time to think about how Jesus comes to us. Besides coming to us as a baby in a
manger, Jesus will come again at his second coming. And he comes to us each day through his Word,
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion and the community of believers.

Jesus also says that he will come again. Some people are afraid of that. This is unfortunate because
Jesus wants us to look forward to his return with joy and anticipation. Because when he comes again
there will be no more death, no more cancer, no more hunger, no more disease, no more pandemics,
no more suffering.

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament
for nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to
all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ
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We don't know when that will be. “But about that day or hour no one knows..” (Mark 13:32) That's why
Jesus tells us to “keep awake.” I know that kids have a hard time falling asleep if they think Santa is
going to come. But even we adults can find it difficult to go to sleep if we are looking forward to
something. When Jesus tells us to “keep awake” he doesn't mean that we literally are to stay awake
and not go to bed. But he does mean that we live our lives with our eyes wide open. We are to see Jesus
as the one who died on the cross for all people and by his death has destroyed the power of death. His
death and resurrection has won the victory for us. And knowing how it all ends, with God in control
and no more sin or suffering, we can be filled with joyful anticipation.
We celebrate that every Sunday in worship -even virtual worship, where Jesus promises to come to
us. It is in worship that we hear the squeaky wheel of God's word which keeps waking us up to be
ready to see Jesus in our daily lives and when he comes again.
Pastor Rick Biedermann

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER


Mailing to members-members will be receiving advent devotions, advent calendars to the
kids, yearly envelopes, and 150th anniversary magnets.



Stewardship-Pastor will be speaking on stewardship twice this month.



Baptism-Pastor was contacted to do a baptism in December. Following the Eau Claire
County Guidelines and should not have more than 10 people at the church.



Advent Services-It was decided that the congregation would like to see Pastor do
something on Wednesday nights on Facebook.

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday worship service live-streamed on Facebook starting at 8:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online starting at
8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and
online giving on our website or on Facebook. They will also be emailed before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdU
KGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/

SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
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November 2020
Yearly
Budget—$154,975.66
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,980.30

Nov. Receipts$11,848.56

Year to
Date—$117,608.91

Budgeted
Amount-$143,054.40
Percent
Reached—76%

Annual Committee
Reports
Please submit your Committee Reports for
our Annual Report by December 15th.
Digital format preferred and can be emailed
to Laurel at admin@stjamestrinity.org.

Offering Envelopes
and Candles
Please pick up your 2021 Offering Envelopes
at the Church (side door) during the times
listed below. We ask that families pickup not
only theirs, but any others they can safely
deliver, such as other family members or
neighbors. This will save the cost of sending
them out. If you would like to take a candle
for the Christmas Eve service, they will be
available as well.
Monday, Dec. 7 9-11am
Saturday, Dec. 12 9-11am
Monday, Dec. 14 5-7pm
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FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE:
Please have your own
candles at home for when
we share in this service
online. (If you’d like a
candle from church please
contact the office.)
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We pray you’ll find many beautiful new reasons to praise God
during this Holy Season.
Merry Christmas!

Pastor Rick


FinancialUpdate
Last month we mailed out the notification that we can celebrate the paying off Phase 1 of the
furnace project. Since then, I have been asked what our current debt situation is and is the furnace
project now over. Since I am not able to discuss this with you over a temple talk, I thought I would
provide you an update here.

In the last 5 years we have significantly paid down our debt. We have paid off an earlier balance on
our line of credit with the bank, we have paid off both street assessments with the village, and just
recently paid off our line of credit used to finance the Phase 1 of the furnace project. This has been
fantastic. However, we still have $53,000 in certificates of debt (CD) to congregation members. This
debt is mainly from replacing the church roof several years ago. These CDs are callable at any time.
We do have a line of credit with the bank to ensure funds are available whenever one of the
generous members that provided us with funds can be repaid. Your continuous giving in paying
down the debt is very much appreciated.
As stated above we have completed Phase 1 of the two-phase furnace project. Phase 1 included
new air exchangers, new ductwork to separate the fellowship hall from the sanctuary, and new AC
compressors. Phase 2 will replace the two boilers and update its controls. While Phase 1 had to be
done immediately due to failed AC compressors and leaking air exchangers, Phase 2 equipment is
still functioning but at the end of its useful life. Current estimates for Phase 2 are $71,000. This
spring the building committee will begin investigating timing and different options to try to reduce
some of the estimated costs.

So, at this time we still have needs in the furnace project fund for Phase 2, in debt retirement we still
need to have funds available to repay CDs, and still have a need to maintain mission activities. The
Memorial Fund has separate accounts for each of these areas.
I am writing this as we are entering Thanksgiving season and have Christmas in our sights. I am so
thankful for all you have done for our St. James Trinity Church and for the missions in our
community. Please keep the church and the community in your thoughts and prayers. I am looking
forward to being with you again to celebrating the gifts God has giving all of us!
Don

Council President
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The CRISIS of CHRISTMAS1
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,

Christmas 2020 will occur while we are living through of a series of crises.
Here’s the list: the pandemic, economic losses, protests against racial injustices,
an ongoing climate crisis, and a divided country following a contentious
presidential election. I’m not going to lie, it’s been stressful for me, and I
imagine it has been for you, too. As Christians, we have been moving through
these crisis-filled days with the expectation that God is present and God’s
promises are true. We move forward with hope.
The two Chinese characters for the word “crisis,” 危机,
危机 have often been translated as “danger” and
“opportunity.” Others say that a better translation is “danger” and “change point.” What dangers do you see as
your congregation moves toward celebrating the Birth of our Savior – Christmas - in a totally new way? What
“opportunities” or “change points” do you see that could propel your church forward in a positive way into
God’s future?

Mary experienced a theological crisis when the angel Gabriel revealed to her God’s plan to enter this world by
the baby in her womb. Mary’s body was the center of a theological crisis2 - much like the theological crisis
caused by a virus that has invaded the bodies of our loved ones, and the theological crisis of abused and
broken black and brown bodies, and the theological crisis experienced in the misuse of this planet on which all
bodies live. Where is God in the crisis? What does this mean?

In a crisis, God comes to us. John 1:1,14 In the beginning was the Word… and the Word was God…And the
Word became flesh and lived among us. Jesus is God, divine and human. God took up residence and moved
into our neighborhood. God goes where God’s people go and is who the people are.3 This is the theological
promise of John’s gospel. God is present with us in our times of crisis and suffering. This is the foundation of
Luther’s theology of the cross.

God is revealed through the crisis of Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus’ untimely birth in a Bethlehem barn. God is
revealed in the crucifixion; through the body of Jesus, hanging on a cross. God is revealed through the risen
body of Jesus on Easter Morning.
No matter how different Christmas is for you this year, no matter what crisis arises, God is there, present as
promised, in the WORD made flesh. May the story of Jesus’ birth bring you much needed joy and hope this
holiday season and may the presence of God comfort you in the new year.
AMEN

Photo credit: Design by Arst Paul Johnson for the 2019 Concordia College Christmas Concert Mural
Thank you to Dr. Karoline Lewis for her thought provoking presentaon to NWSWI on 11/7/2020 that inspired this arcle.
3
Dr. Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher.org, Dec. 2016

1

2
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November 2020
In Honor of or In Memory of:

Doris Frase
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill Tumm
Bill & Bea Tumm
Howard Linse
Howard Linse
Howard Linse
Howard Linse
Howard Linse
David Tumm
Anna M. Gognelius (Tumm)

Given By:

Shirley Klingbeil
Doris Hennig
Randy & Kay Wathke
Hazel Tumm
Shirley Schumacher
Dawn Pearson
Dorothy Goble
Marian Brown
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Sue Schultz
Vern & Elmira Aiken
Dorothy Kaeding
Jill Jungerberg
Duane & Carol Cance
Steve & Betty Bischoff
Bud & Lucille Drehmel
Ron & Mary Tumm
Donald & Celeste Tumm
Susan Sell
Donald & Celeste Tumm
Don & Elaine Sedgeman
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Doris Hennig
Steve & Betty Bischoff
Donald & Celeste Tumm
Donald & Celeste Tumm

Fund:

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Debt Retirement
Youth
New Lift
Furnace
Debt Retirement
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
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Calendar for November 2020
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council :Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Ron Menard (Treas.),
April Marty (Sec.) Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
Jill Jungerberg, Sue Mandehr
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Mike Vagts (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
Oversees youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 10:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

