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“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.”
-Psalm 107:1
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Psalm 13
1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?

How long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long must I bear pain[a] in my soul,

Dear friends in Christ,

and have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God!
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death,
4 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”;
my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.
5 But I trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
6 I will sing to the Lord,
because he has dealt bountifully with me.

How long O Lord? That is the cry from the psalmist and others in the Bible when faced with
struggles, challenges and enemies. I appreciate the honesty of the psalmist. That is a question I’m
sure we are all asking about this pandemic. We hear different predictions about how long before a
vaccine is available and how effective it will be. I am hearing about pandemic fatigue which I know
I’m feeling. And even though wearing a mask is getting old we still need to do this. One could see it
as one way of picking up the cross and making sacrifices for the good of our neighbor. Following
Jesus is not always easy.
Many of you are wondering about when we will return to in person worship. I share your longing to
see each other again. It is hard not seeing each other and worshipping together. Although, we are
providing that option outdoors.
Both church councils have been wrestling with if and when do we return to indoor worship. We
have had respectful discussions about this. The leaders whom you have elected to serve want what
is both the safest and the best for the churches they serve. There are two competing values: the
importance of coming together again and not putting people at risk of getting Covid 19. As of now
the councils are not willing to risk coming together for in person worship. Each meeting we begin
with a prayer asking for God to lead us in making the right decision. The decision to not meet
indoors is based on a number of factors:


We have had members of both churches who have had Covid 19, so it is in our communities.

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ
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Our bishop, as well as the Wisconsin Council of Churches do not recommend in person worship.
The infection rates are going up in both counties and they have restriction on how many can
safely gather indoors.
Many of our members are considered “at risk,”

Churches are known as one of the higher risk places as we are spending a longer time with
people than in other situations (like shopping).

I support both of the councils’ decision to continue with outdoor and online worship but not indoor
worship.
So will people get out of the habit of going to worship? I believe that God is faithful and will
continue to work in people so that they will still want to and see a need for worshipping together
when that time comes. How long will this go on? I really can’t say. If infections rates go down for
two weeks I think we could consider returning to indoor worship. But that could be a while. It may
not happen until next year. We need to be prepared for the possibility that Advent and Christmas
will be done differently than in the church.

Notice that after the cry to God of “how long” the psalmist at the end turns to hope. We can cry out
to God. We can lament our loss of meeting together. But in the end we still cling to hope. We still
put our trust in God. LIke the psalmist we can say, “But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart
shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me.”
In Christ,
Pastor Rick

September 2020
In Honor of or In Memory of:

Amanda Lee
Harvey Schiefelbein
Mildred Peuse
Amanda Lee
Shirley Schumacher’s 90th
Amanda Lee
Mildred Peuse
Mildred Peuse
Bruce Yule
Mildred Peuse

Given By:

Gary & Opal Kunz
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Donald & Celeste Tumm
Gary & Opal Kunz
Jack & Lorraine Schilling
Jack & Lorraine Schilling
Luther Strasburg
Anita Warnke
Steve & Betty Bischoff

Fund:

Furnace
Luther Park
Luther Park
Library
Misc.
Debt Retirement
Debt Retirement
MIsc.
Misc.
Furnace
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Bible Study
We have a Call-in Bible study on Wednesdays at 10:30 am and you
are all invited to join us. We look at the gospel lesson for the upcoming
Sunday. You are welcome to use your own Bibles but we will also send
out an email with the lessons.
Dial-in number for CELL PHONES ONLY: +1 717-275-8940
Toll free phone for LAND LINES ONLY: +1 800-719-6100
Participants access code: 549 6519

Yearly
Budget—$154,975.66
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,980.30

September 2020

Sept. Receipts$8,623.34

Year to
Date—$97,350.99

Budgeted
Amount-$116,231.70
Percent
Reached—63%
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Meeting Highlights from Sept. 8th








Congratulations
Pastor Rick Biedermann

On the 35th Anniversary of
Ordination on October 6, 2020

Council of Churches suggest no indoor
services at this time—or less than 10
people.
Sunday School packets are being mailed
out weekly for activities to be
completed at home.
There are 4 confirmation kids this year
and will be meeting at the church
wearing masks and using social
distancing.
Don contacted the school to see if they
could use some money for the school
lunch program and they do not need
financial assistance at this time due to
the USDA providing free lunches.
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Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 8:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online
starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook.
They will also be emailed shortly before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8Ld
UKGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/
SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ

Quilting Group

Quilting will begin again on October 5th using social
distancing. It is the first and third Monday of the
month. If anyone has material to donate, it would be
appreciated! Thank You!

On All Saints Sunday, November 1st, it has been our
tradition at St. James Trinity to read the names of those
dear to us that have passed away in the last 3 years.
Please follow the link below to fill out the form to submit a
name (or names) to be read during worship. Submissions
need to be received by October 26th.
https://forms.gle/8aU1prGNL3jp1VCy5
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Calendar for October 2020
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

October

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council :Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Ron Menard (Treas.),
April Marty (Sec.) Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
Jill Jungerberg, Sue Mandehr
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Mike Vagts (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
Oversees youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 9:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

