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THE PARISH VISITOR

One of the devotions I get each day is from a Franciscan, Fr. Richard Rohr.
I wanted to share this one in place of my newsletter article. I agree that
this time of a pandemic is a liminal space where we have the opportunity
to learn and grow in new ways. -Pastor Rick

Between Two Worlds Theme: Liminal Space
Sunday, April 26, 2020 Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM
https://cac.org/between-two-worlds-2020-04-26/

“Liminal space is an inner state and sometimes an outer situation where we can begin to think and act in new
ways. It is where we are betwixt and between, having left one room or stage of life but not yet entered the
next. We usually enter liminal space when our former way of being is challenged or changed—perhaps when
we lose a job or a loved one, during illness, at the birth of a child, or a major relocation. It is a graced time,
but often does not feel “graced” in any way. In such space, we are not certain or in control. This global
pandemic we now face is an example of an immense, collective liminal space.
The very vulnerability and openness of liminal space allows room for something genuinely new to happen.
We are empty and receptive—erased tablets waiting for new words. Liminal space is where we are most
teachable, often because we are most humbled. Liminality keeps us in an ongoing state of shadowboxing
instead of ego-confirmation, struggling with the hidden side of things, and calling so-called normalcy into
creative question.
It’s no surprise then that we generally avoid liminal space. Much of the work of authentic spirituality and
human development is to get people into liminal space and to keep them there long enough that they can
learn something essential and new. Many spiritual giants like St. Francis, Julian of Norwich, Dorothy Day, and
Mohandas Gandhi tried to live their entire lives in permanent liminality, on the edge or periphery of the
dominant culture. This in-between place is free of illusions and false payoffs. It invites us to discover and live
from broader perspectives and with much deeper seeing.
In liminal space we sometimes need to not-do and not-perform according to our usual successful patterns.
We actually need to fail abruptly and deliberately falter to understand other dimensions of life. We need to
be silent instead of speaking, experience emptiness instead of fullness, anonymity instead of persona, and
pennilessness instead of plenty. In liminal space, we descend and intentionally do not come back out or up
immediately. It takes time but this experience can help us reenter the world with freedom and new, creative
approaches to life.

I imagine that even if you’ve never heard the word liminal before, you likely have a sense of what I’m talking
about. It would be difficult to exist in this time of global crisis and not feel caught between at least two
worlds—the one we knew and the one to come. Our consciousness and that of future generations has been
changed. We cannot put the genie back in the bottle.”
Reference: Adapted from Richard Rohr, Adam’s Return: The Five Promises of Male Initiation (The Crossroad
Publishing Company: 2004), 135–138.

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ

Page 3

VOLUME IV ISSUE VII

We never closed.
We have shifted
We have adapted
We have changed
We have struggled
We have had technical difficulties
We have extended grace
We never closed.
We have laughed
We have wept
We have wondered
We have celebrated
We have grieved
We have yearned
We never closed.
We have lost connections to some
We have found new relationships with others
We have lived the fullness of the Table of God
We never closed.
We have worshipped in new ways together
Praying together
Confessing together
Hearing together
Singing out of sync “together”
Being sent into the world to serve together
We never closed.
Someday we wil gather again
Someday we wil hug again
Someday we wil fully rejoice
in this expanding Body of Christ
that God is revealing before us
But that day has not yet come.
So, for now, we wil continue being the gathered church
Called together
Praying together
Exploring the Word together
Seeking justice together
Serving together
We are the church.
We are the Body of Christ.
We never closed.
The Reverend Bruce Reyes-Chow
Moderator, 218th General Assembly (2008)
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto, California
#WeNeverClosed
Source: https://mailchi.mp/pcusa.org/180-days-of-prayer-day4827982?e=adabbab307
180 Days of Prayer 5/31/2020

We now have a YouTube channel. It is St. James
Trinity Church of Fall Creek. You can subscribe to
our channel to get a notification when a new video
is posted. Right now we aren't able to provide the
Sunday worship service live but are working on it.
We will post the service by Sunday afternoon,
hopefully by 1pm.
To subscribe: go to youtube.com and enter St.
James Trinity Church of Fall Creek in the Search
Box and hit enter. Then click on

Bea Tumm is celebrating her 90th birthday on
July 21st. If you wish to send her birthday
wishes her address is:
Beatrice Tumm
% Silver Leaf Assisted Living
909 Bridge Creek Ln.
Augusta, WI 54722
Or phone 715-286-2234
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St. James Trinity is looking for 3-4 volunteers to help with our pop-up
pantry on the first and third Wednesday of each month from 3-4:30
starting in September. Please contact Pastor Rick if you are interested.

Pastor Rick & Nancy will be out of town from July 8th-17th. If you need
pastoral care, please contact Pastor Karen Behling (507) 402-5182.

June 2020
Yearly
Budget—$154,975.66
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,980.30

June Receipts$11,303.48

Year to
Date—$66,742.95

Budgeted
Amount-$77,487.80
Percent
Reached—43%

IMPORTANT HOLIDAYS IN JULY

JUL 2 – World UFO Day
JUL 3 - Independence Day
JUL 6 – International Kissing Day
JUL 6 – National Fried Chicken Day
JUL 10 – National Kitten Day
JUL 11 - World Population Day
JUL 12 - National Simplicity Day
JUL 15- National Give Something Away Day

JUL 17– World emoji Day
JUL 18 - World Listening Day
JUL 20 - National Moon Day
JUL 23 – National Gorgeous Grandma Day
JUL 24 - National Cousins Day
JUL 26 - National Aunt & Uncle Day
JUL 26 - National Parents Day
JUL 30 - International Day of Friendship

Bible Study
We have a Call-in Bible study on Wednesdays at 7pm and you are all
invited to join us. We look at the gospel lesson for the upcoming
Sunday. You are welcome to use your own Bibles but we will also send
out an email with the lessons.
Dial-in number for CELL PHONES ONLY: +1 717-275-8940
Toll free phone for LAND LINES ONLY: +1 800-719-6100
Participants access code: 549 6519
Online meeting room: hello.freeconference.com/conf/call/5496519
***PLEASE NOTE: NO BIBLE STUDY JULY 8TH OR 15TH***
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IMPORTANT STUFF IN JUNE

June 2020
In Memory of:

Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Arthur & Eunice Warnke

Given By:

Janet Kunert
Doug & Mary Brandt
Mark & Sandra Brown

Fund:

Youth Fund
Furnace Fund
Furnace Fund
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June Council Meeting
Summary


Food Pantry-Checking to see if we can get a Thrivent card every month for the cost of
the food pantry—we are charged per family.



150th Anniversary-wait to see what the governor says at the end of the month.



Staying Connected-Thank you Sue for organizing all the callers and all the work you
have put into this!



Worship going forward-Pastor added communion at home. Should we do a drive in
service? Should we wait till we can be together in the sanctuary? If the governor gives
us direction to be able to lift some restrictions we will have a quick council meeting to
talk about our options.



Free Conference-switched from zoom because people were getting charged for long
distance. Pastor upgraded to the 3,000 mins for $74.99 a month.



PPP-rules are changing all the time. We received $16,500. The stipulation of this grant/
loan is that small businesses don't lay off their people.

Online Worship Service
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 8:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online
starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Facebook.
They will also be emailed shortly before the service.

Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdU
KGuGuF396vbTsyh7OQMUVESEiYCDoNaRIiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQtnBXQ58em-360PnIyxf0w=&ver=3
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity,org
SJT Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/
SJT YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrzs9m9vOTpn1zwnIvYzQQ
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Calendar for July 2020
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council :Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Ron Menard (Treas.),
April Marty (Sec.) Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
Jill Jungerberg, Sue Mandehr
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Mike Vagts (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
Oversees youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 9:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

