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“ I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me.
He freed me from all my fears.” - Psalm 34:4
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We’ve had our son and two granddaughters with us for almost 4 weeks now. Right now the plan is for them
to return home the second week of June. Our 4 year old granddaughter, Alice, will sometimes ask the
question, “When am I going to go home? When can I see my mom?” Sometimes there are tears. But I don’t
think her questions are just about wanting to know the exact time as time is pretty irrelevant for a 4 year old.
We can tell her it will be in June but that’s not really what she wants to know. Her questions are not
necessarily wanting an answer as they are more laments. She is lamenting how much she misses her mom
and her home. And so we validate her feelings. We say, “It is hard to be away from home. And I know you
miss your mommy. And it is hard to wait but we are going to have to learn how to be patient.” Patience is
hard for a 4 year old. But it can also be hard for adults too.
We too are asking the questions, “So when are we going to get back to church? When will life get back to
normal?” And we really don’t know the answers to those questions. But the questions may also may be more
laments for the loss we are experiencing. I know we are all missing gathering together in worship and miss
going out and being with people. We miss the sporting events and the concerts. And we wonder, “how
long?”
I realize that there is a strong desire by many people to gather together at our church to worship. We have
been staying at home and apart for a long time. I think most of us thought it wasn’t going to be this long.
And now we see more businesses opening up and know of other churches opening. And yet many people
are still concerned that this is happening too quickly. The number of infections are still going up in our
county.

You may or may not have heard that speaking and especially singing provide greater risks to getting
infected. So we may not be able as a congregation to pray or sing aloud. We will all need to wear masks and
maintain social distance. We will probably have to limit the total number of attendees to 50. Some may
choose not to risk coming to public worship and still choose to participate through online services.
How do we know when it is safe enough to come back to public worship? And when we do return, how do
we make sure we provide as safe a place as we can?
The ELCA and the Wisconsin Council of Churches (an ecumencial group of different denominatons and
faiths) have given guidelines to help churches know how and when we can start gathering safely. You can
find the first page of the ELCA Guidelines following this article.

The Councils at both English and St. James Trinity have these guidelines and are trying to discern what is the
safest time and way that we can return to worship. I think the next step for us to consider will likely be a
parking lot service. I have purchased an FM transmitter that will broadcast the service to nearby car radios. If
we did that people would need to stay in their cars with the windows up. We are waiting to hear if we can
use the Keller Park parking lot. On Holy Communion Sundays we will also be getting individual packets of
grape juice and a wafer that we could hand out as you drive into the parking lot. You would open those
yourselves.
It is hard not gathering in person but we do have congregations with a lot of elderly people who would be
more at risk. Loving our neighbor is trying as best as we can to protect the most vulnerable among us. We
are learning how to be the church without meeting in a building and that our unity is based on Christ. My

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ
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son, Steven preached a sermon recently where he showed times in the Bible when people worshipped without a
building. Abraham built an Ebenezer (pillar of stones) to worship as he travelled. The Temple was destroyed
twice. The second time was by the Romans and the early Christians met in homes. The church is not a building.
We, the people of God, are the church doing the work of the church in our daily lives. I do thank you for your
prayers and financial support. I ask for your continued prayers for discernment for our leaders for the safest way
forward.
Here is the first page of the ELCA Guidelines:

Considerations for Returning to In-person Worship Being Church Together During the COVID-19
Pandemic (Updated May 12, 2020)

“As ELCA congregations face difficult decisions regarding when and how they will be able to gather again for
worship, this resource offers general guidance. Please note that this is not a comprehensive, one-size fits-all
resource; it will need to be interpreted and adapted for your local context. In many, if not most contexts, it will
not be safe or advisable to gather for in-person worship for some time. National, state, and local medical and
legal guidelines will need to be consulted and followed. While risk is not avoidable, this guidance is presented
with the aim of reducing the level of risk for your community. Your pastor and congregational leaders will want
to carefully consider:








Legally binding orders

The safety of the community and congregation
Recommendations from health officials1

Recommendations from your synod office

Insurer loss-control recommendations and your insurance policy

Following state guidelines and federal guidelines for a three-phased approach to opening.2 Of
particular note are the criteria for moving from strict physical distancing (Phase 1) to a staged
reopening (Phase 2):

(1) The number of new cases has declined for at least 14 days.

(2) Rapid diagnostic testing capacity is sufficient to test, at minimum, all people with COVID-19 symptoms,
including mild cases, as well as their close contacts and those in essential roles.
(3) The health care system is able to safely care for all patients, including providing appropriate personal
protective equipment for health care workers.

(4) There is sufficient public health capacity to conduct contact tracing for all new cases and their close
contacts. Be mindful that the “staged” or “phased” approach presented in a number of resources will likely not
be a linear one; there may be times of gradual reopening as infections decrease, followed by restrictions if new
waves of infections emerge. In all situations, you will want to err on the side of love for your neighbor and know
that change will be inevitable. Patience, grace, and flexibility will be necessary as you strive to make the most
appropriate decisions for the people of God in your place at this time. In addition to worship planning, it will be
helpful to spend time reflecting upon what you have done online or in-person, as this time will likely lead to
new insights and discoveries for your worshiping community.

“Community and Faith-Based Organizations: Plan, Prepare, and Respond,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html. 2 “National Coronavirus Response: A Road Map to
Reopening,” American Enterprise Institute, https://www.aei.org/research-products/report/national-coronavirus-response-a-road-map-toreopening/; “Public Health Principles for a Phased Reopening During COVID-19: Guidance for Governors,” Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health, Center for Health Security, https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubspdfs/2020/200417-reopening-guidancegovernors.pdf; and “Guidelines: Opening Up America Again,” https://www.whitehouse.gov/
openingamerica/.
1

Here is the link for the whole document: https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Returning_to_In-person_Worship.pdf
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April/May 2020
In Memory of:

In Honor of Vivian Julianne
Burns Bapsm
Arthur Shong
Barbara Bergren
Larry Pearson
Barbara Bergren
Elmer & Hilda Kaeding
Doris Frase
Jerry Johnson
Doris Frase
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Marcy Johnson’s Brother
Doris Frase
Jerry Johnson
Doris Frase
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Aubrey Olson
Jerry Johnson
Aubrey Olson
Arthur Shong
Jerry Johnson
Aubrey Olson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Aubrey Olson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Jerry Johnson

Given By:
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Duane & Carol Cance
Vernon & Elmira Aiken
Hazel Tumm
Susan Sell
Christena O'Brien
Shirley Gust
Gary & Opal Kunz
Ronald & Mary Tumm
Ronald & Mary Tumm
Bud & Lucille Drehmel
Duane & Carol Cance
Donald & Ellen Smith
John & Lorraine Schilling
Jack & Karen Rokser
Marian Brown
Richard & Sue Schultz
Bud & Lucille Drehmel
Dorothy Kaeding
Dorothy Kaeding
Marlo & Bev Orth
Susan Sell
Vernon & Elmira Aiken
Jill Jungerberg
Vernon & Elmira Aiken
Steve & Paule3e Oas
Steve & Paule3e Oas
Loved One's
Daniel Aiken
Daniel Aiken
Mary Kaeding & Maxine O'Brien
Marv & Sue Schmit
Dennis & Joan Schiefelbein
Steve & Be3y Bischoﬀ
Greg & Suellen Hageness
Family & Friends

Fund:
Furnace
Library
Li!/Elevator
Street Ministry
Furnace
Altar Guild
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Repair
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Misc.
Furnace
Front Door
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Misc.
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
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St James Trinity is looking for 3-4 volunteers to help Don Sedgeman
with our pop-up pantry on the first Wednesday of each month 3:004:30 starting July 1st. We are looking for those who are at less risk
of Covid-19, so people who are under the age of 65. If you do not
have a mask we will provide one. This is a drive-up pantry so there
is minimal contact. It is OK if you can't commit to each month. Please
call the church 715-877-2160 or Pastor Rick if you are interested.

Online Worship Service
With public worship services being canceled, we will have an online worship service on Sundays
at 10:30 am. For anyone who is not able to access the video, there is a call-in option as well.
You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and
online giving on our website. They will also be emailed shortly before the service.

Call In info:

Conference Call @ 10:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519
Giving Link: Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/

Yearly
Budget—$154,975.66
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,980.30

May Receipts$12,308.50

May 2020

Year to
Date—$55,439.47

Budgeted
Amount-$65,566.60
Percent
Reached—%

IMPORTANT STUFF IN JUNE

JUN 1 - Global Day of Parents
JUN 4 – National Hug your Cat Day
JUN 5 - World Environment Day
Jun 8 – National Best Friends Day
JUN 8 – World Oceans Day
JUN 14 – Flag Day
JUN 14 - World Blood Donor Day
JUN 15 - World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
JUN 16 - National Fudge Day

JUN 17 - National Eat Your Vegetables Day
JUN 18 - National Go Fishing Day
JUN 20– World Refugee Day

JUN 21 - Father’s Day
JUN 21 - International Yoga Day
JUN 22 – National Onion Rings Day
JUN 27 – National PTSD Awareness Day
JUN 30 - World Social Media Day
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We now have a YouTube channel. It is St.
James Trinity Church of Fall Creek. You can
subscribe to our channel to get a
notification when a new video is posted.
Right now we aren't able to provide the
Sunday worship service live but are working
on it. We will post the service by Sunday
afternoon, hopefully by 1pm.
To subscribe: go to youtube.com and enter
St. James Trinity Church of Fall Creek in the
Search Box and hit enter. Then click on

Bible Study
We have a Call-in Bible study on Wednesdays at 7pm and you are
all invited to join us. We look at the gospel lesson for the upcoming
Sunday. You are welcome to use your own Bibles but we will also
send out an email with the lessons.
Dial-in number for CELL PHONES ONLY: +1 717-275-8940
Toll free phone for LAND LINES ONLY: +1 800-719-6100
Participants access code: 549 6519
Online meeting room:
hello.freeconference.com/conf/call/5496519
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Calendar for June 2020
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Ron Menard (Treas.),
April Marty (Sec.) Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
Jill Jungerberg, Sue Mandehr
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Mike Vagts (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
Oversees youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 9:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

