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“Don't worry 'bout a thing, cause every little thing's gonna be alright."
."
—Bob Marley

IN THIS ISSUE:
From Our Pastor/Mission Statement

2

Pastor Cont’d/Online Worship

3

Word Search/Imp. Dates/Support our Church

4

Word Challenge/Covid-19 Campaign

5

Easter Letter from Bishop

10

Calendar of Events

11

Address Page/Church Info

Back

Page 2
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Safer in the Arms of Jesus

It is shocking to see how much the world has changed in such a brief time. Each of us has had our lives and communities disrupted. We are
living at a historical time. We had never heard of Covid-19 a few weeks ago. Now we can’t avoid hearing about it. We have just received the
order from our Governor to try and stay home, “Safer at home.” This is what love looks like. This is how we love our neighbors as ourselves.
We do all we can to stop or slow the spread of this virus.

But there are still so many questions: Will someone we know die from this? How will this impact the economy, the church? How long will
this last? We don’t really know the answers to those questions. There is much that is beyond our control. But there are some things we can
do. We can learn what God might be saying to us. And I’m not at all suggesting that God is causing this suffering to teach us good things.
But God can and does bring redemption out of suffering. God brings life out of death. We may be learning how we are all connected in ways
we never thought of before.

Richard Rohr says in one of his devotions that, “We all have access to this suffering, and it bypasses race, gender, religion, and nation. We are
in the midst of a highly teachable moment. There’s no doubt that this period will be referred to for the rest of our lifetimes. We have a
chance to go deep, and to go broad. Globally, we’re in this together. Depth is being forced on us by great suffering, which as I like to say,
always leads to great love. I hope this experience will force our attention outwards to the suffering of the most vulnerable. Love always
means going beyond yourself to otherness. It takes two. Love alone overcomes fear and is the true foundation that lasts.” (1 Corinthians
13:13).

We are going to need to have a faith that is greater than our fear. We will need to look out for others who are most vulnerable and try as
best as we can to respond to their needs. I am very thankful for the leadership of both congregations. They have stepped up and established
a task force of people willing to call members to see how they are doing. This is a good thing.
I recently talked to my brother who lives in Madrid, Spain. He said that at 8:00 every evening people go out to their balconies or open their
windows and clap their hands. They are showing support for all those who are putting themselves at risk caring for those with the virus.

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ
through our ministry of worshiping, preaching, teaching and caring.
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Throughout history there have been other plagues and pandemics. I came across a quote from Martin Luther who was living at the time
of the Black Plague 500 years ago. I think this is quite applicable to the dilemma that faces the world today.
Can One Flee From This Deadly Plague

"I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and
persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so
cause death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, He will surely find me, and I have done what He has expected of
me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place
or person but will go freely as stated above. See, this is such a God fearing faith because it is neither brash or foolhardy and does not
tempt God."
(Luther's Works Volume 43 pg 132 the letter "Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague" written to Rev. Dr. John Hess)

Laurel and I will be working from home for now. It looks like we won’t likely be able to worship face to face until after Easter sometime.
But we can still worship together online. We can still celebrate God’s victory over death. We can still pray and read Scripture. We can call
and check on each other. I trust that you will continue to support God’s work through your church through your prayers as well as
financially and I thank you for that. Please let me know if I can provide any pastoral care. We all are “Safer in the arms of Jesus.”
In Christ,
Pastor Rick Biedermann
515-229-6193

Live Streamed Worship Service
With Public worship services being canceled, we will be live streaming a service on Sundays at
10:30 am . There will also be a call-in option for those who are not able to watch online. You can get
all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving on our
website at stjamestrinity.org. They will also be emailed shortly before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 10:30
Dial-in using your phone: 1-717-275-8940
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link: http://stjamestrinity.org/blog1/e-giving

Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.stjamestrinity.org/
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IMPORTANT STUFF
IN APRIL

APR 2 - National Burrito Day
APR 2 - National Peanut Butter & Jelly Day
APR 5– Palm Sunday
APR 5 - National Dandelion Day
APR 7 –International Beaver Day
APR 7 - National Beer Day
APR 7 - World Health Day
APR 9 - Maundy Thursday
APR 10 - Good Friday
APR 10 - National siblings Day
APR 11 - National Submarine Day
APR 12 - Easter
APR 14 - National dolphin Day
APR 15 - World Art Day
APR 16 - National Librarian Day
APR 16 - National High Five Day
APR 19 - National Garlic Day
APR 22 - Earth Day
APR 22 – Administrative Professional’s Day
APR 25 - World Penguin Day
APR 28 - international astronomy Day
APR 29 - National zipper Day
APR 30 - National Honesty Day

HowtoSupportOurChurch
Since we are no longer worshipping publicly we want to let you know how you can still give to
support God’s work through our church. There are two ways to do this:


Mail your check to the church at PO Box 279, Fall Creek



Go online to the church website (stjamestrinity.org) and click on the Announcements
Tab then select E-giving



You can text 715-800-8365 from your cellphone and directions on how to complete
the donation will follow

Giving is an expression of our faith and trust that God will provide. We thank you for you
ﬁnancial support as well as your prayers.
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EASTER WORD CHALLENGE

Can you come up with an Easter themed word for each letter of the alphabet?
A.

H.

O.

V.

B.

I.

P.

W.

C.

J

Q.

X.

D.

K.

R.

Y.

E.

L.

S.

Z.

F.

M.

T.

G.

N.

U.

One winner will be selected.

Please Email your answers to admin@stjamestrinity.org or mail to PO Box 279, Fall Creek.
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Cookie Cutter Jesus: An Easter Message

I visit a different church in our Synod nearly every Sunday. This Sunday I discovered a 15
foot cookie cutter outline of the figure of Jesus hanging high above the altar.1 I kept
staring at the shape during the first hymn thinking about the outstretched arms of Jesus
and realized this as an Easter cookie cutter. This is the resurrected Jesus who showed
the wounds of the nails in hands when he appeared to Mary Magdalene and the other
women. These are the women who became the first witnesses to announce that Jesus
had risen from the dead to the other disciples.2 I was still thinking about the cookie
cutter shape of Jesus when the last hymn was sung. After worship I visited with a long
time member of that congregation, Shirley.3 I remarked how I appreciated the 15 foot
cookie cutter Jesus above the altar. Shirley smiled and then told me this story: The
church sanctuary was built in the 1970s. Everyone was so excited for the first worship
service. The construction workers were busy putting the finishing
touches on the sanctuary. The metal shape of Jesus was lying flat on
the floor in the church waiting to be hung above the altar. At the time Shirley’s daughter,
Kari was about 3 ½ years old. Shirley and little Kari were checking out the progress in
the sanctuary. Kari, a normal curious child, stepped into the cookie cutter frame and
stood in the middle of the Jesus shape. Kari said to Shirley, “Look mommy, I’m standing
in Jesus’ hand.” It was a sweet memory of that long ago moment. Shirley then went on
to finish that story. She told me that her daughter Kari died of complications from
cancer treatment two years ago. She was only 46. Shirley said that she finds comfort in
knowing that her daughter is now resting forever “in Jesus’ hands.” She often thinks
about Kari when she sees the shape of Jesus above the altar. She envisions her
daughter in Jesus, resting in Jesus. This Easter, remember we are “in Jesus.” We have
been baptized into his death and resurrection. We are people who believe “in Jesus.”

Friends, as I write this I realize that we are living in complicated times, COVID-19 frightens, cancer kills,
politics are ugly, wars rage, immigrant and refugees suffer, racism, gun violence, sexism, climate change,
drug abuse are real concerns and yet here we are standing “in Jesus.” During this season of Easter, no
matter where you on your spiritual journey, know that the resurrected Jesus reaches out his nail scarred
hands to us all, appearing to us in our grief, in our scariest moments, in our despair. This Easter Jesus
walked on the road to Emmaus with the two grieving disciples. This is the resurrected Jesus who
appeared to the terrified disciples in the locked room and said “peace be with you.” This is the
resurrected Jesus who ascended into heaven and says to us all, “Go and make disciples of all nations
and remember I am with you ALWAYS to the end of the age.” You are “in Jesus.” Go in peace and share
this Easter good news with the world.
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson

4/10

7PM

Romans 6:3-4 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized in Christ Jesus were baptized
Into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

2 Corinthians 5:17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!
I bake and decorate hundreds of rolled out cookies every year and have a collection of old cookie cutters.
The women at the tomb were the first witnesses to the resurrection. 2020 is the 50th Anniversary of the ordination of
women pastors in the United States. Save the date, November 7, 2020 is the Synod’s Day of Celebration for the 50th
Anniversary at Luther Park’s new ministry center.
3
Thank you to Shirley Bostrom for giving me permission to share this part of her story.
1
2
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Calendar for April 2020
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d
d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity.org

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
OPEN--YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of some of the committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Mark Kaeding (VP), Ron Menard (Treas.),
April Marty (Sec.) Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
Jill Jungerberg, Sue Mandehr
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and
parsonage.
Worship & Music: Mike Vagts (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special
services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Suellen Hageness
(Chair) Keep leadership and the
congregation outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Parish Education: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
Oversees youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 9:30 am.
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

