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But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see —
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.”

-Luke 2:10

Upcoming Events

IN THIS ISSUE:

St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
2

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, ST. JAMES & FRIENDS

Cont’d Pastor/Comm. Reports/Worship Servers

3

WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 4TH-DECEMBER 18TH, 5:30PM,
MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP.

Letter from Bishop Laurie

4

Pancake Feed/Nativity Choir/Decorate

5

Directory Pics/SJ & Friends/Advent/Prayers

6

Budget Report/Memorials/Christmas Eve

7

Library News/Yoga/Cookie Deliveries

8

Advent/Giving Tree/Important Dates

9

Council Minutes

10

Calendar of Events

11

Address Page/Church Info

Back

From Our Pastor/Mission Statement

CHRISTMAS PARTY @ KRISTIE’S.

DECEMBER 4TH, DECORATE THE CHURCH AFTER THE
ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE AT 5:30 PM.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15TH, CHILDREN’S NATIVITY CHOIR
DURING WORSHIP.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, 4PM, CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE.
SUNDAY, MAY 31ST, 2020, 150TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION.
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Managing Expectations of Christmas
We live in a culture where it is very difficult to keep focused on the true
meaning of Christmas. We are continually reminded how many shopping days
are left until Christmas. Christmas music is played in the stores and on the radio. By the time you read this many will have
already tried to get the best prices on Black Friday. Although many stores are extending those sales beyond one day.
There are many expectations that come with this season: shopping (which includes trying to figure out what to buy and
how much to spend and then wrapping), baking, decorating, cards to mail, plans to visit family or have company.
Because of all these expectations, many of us find this time of year to be very difficult. Many can feel overwhelmed,
stressed and impatient. There are people who have lost loved ones and will miss them. There are people who deal with
addictions such as alcohol and face the increased emphasis on parties and drinking. This can cause some to become
cynical. There is generally an increase in depression and suicides because people are supposed to be happy and aren’t.
It is not easy but it takes some intentionality to try and keep this season more simple. Here are a few suggestions. First
and most importantly, attend worship. We will be in the season of Advent. Advent means “coming.” We focus on
preparing for the coming of Jesus. Not only his birth, but when he comes again and how he comes to us each day of
our life. Taking an hour for worship each week will help keep us focused on what this season is truly about.
Secondly have a budget. Make sure you don’t overspend. This can be a real temptation. And it really can be
overwhelming for kids to get too many presents. I came across a blog about a mom who writes about her child getting
a glazed look in her eyes after opening so many presents. The blog is https://happyyouhappyfamily.com. On the Explore/
Christmas link this mom, Kelly Holmes, talks about starting a tradition of giving just 4 gifts for Christmas. It wasn’t her idea,
but I think it is worth considering for parents and grandparents. Because grandparents can sometimes go overboard in
buying way too many gifts.
Kelly writes in her blog, “The tradition of giving 4 gifts for Christmas can help you keep the holiday season focused on
what really matters. With the 4-gift rule, each person gets just four gifts for Christmas:
1.

Something you want,

2. Something you need,
3. Something to wear, and
4. Something to read.

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ
through our ministry of worshiping, preaching, teaching and caring.
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Not just a catchy little rhyme, the 4-gift rule for Christmas promises to help keep your holiday season from devolving into
a materialistic frenzy of more, more, more and helps you stick to a reasonable budget. But more important than that,
many parents report that giving just four gifts for Christmas can help you raise kids who appreciate what they have.”
Thirdly, guard your time. On your smart phone calendar you could write in “time for prayer, reflection, quiet.” If you don’t schedule
it, it likely won’t happen. Find a good devotional book. One that my wife and like is: “The Uncluttered Heart: Making Room for God
During Advent and Christmas” by Beth A. Richardson. You can also read the Bible stories of the birth of Jesus in Matthew and Luke.
Finally, find a charity to give to. There are many good ones: Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger, Bread for the World,
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry. We started a practice when our kids were little of putting an envelope with money in it on the
Christmas tree and we would decide what charity we would give it to. We have continued this tradition.
The meaning of Christmas does not depend on how much we buy or get or how busy we are. It doesn’t even depend upon
whether we feel happy or sad or whether we are of strong faith or have doubts. Rather, the meaning of Christmas is that God
chose to come and be physically present in this world and in our lives by becoming a human in the birth of Jesus.
See you in worship,
Pastor Rick

Annual
Committee
Reports

Please submit your Committee
Reports for our Annual Report by
December 15th. Digital format preferred
and can be emailed to Laurel at
admin@stjamestrinity.org.

Worship Servers for December
DEC 1—HC, BAPTISM
usher: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Sue Sell
Acolytes Kambel Sell
Comm Asst: Gary Kunz
advent: Sue Sell

DEC 8

usher: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Gary Kunz
Acolytes Emallie Sorensen
Comm Asst: Gary Kunz
advent: Sue Sell

DEC 15-HC, CHILDREN DEC 22
usher: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Jamie Gerike
Acolytes Morgan Elmhorst
Comm Asst: Gary Kunz
advent: Sue Sell

usher: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Sue Sell
Acolytes Ellie Kent
Comm Asst: Gary Kunz
advent: Sue Sell

DEC 29, HC

usher: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Jill Jungerberg
Acolytes Kambel Sell
Comm Asst: Gary Kunz
advent: Sue Sell

Christmas eve—Usher: Greg J./Duane C.; Lector: Brittany Schumacher; Acolyte: Sullivan Monnier; Comm Asst: Betty Bischoff; Advent: Gerike Family
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“Don’t Lose the Baby”

An Advent Message from Bishop Laurie

On the First Sunday of Advent, every year, our family unpacks the wreath. Our tradition is to put an incomplete nativity
scene in the center. We use the ceramic figures my mom made for us the first year we were married. The magi are
put up on a high shelf until they make their appearance on Epiphany. Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, a few sheep, and
an empty manger go in the center to wait.
One of our children would hide the tiny figure of the baby Jesus in a cup in nearby cabinet. Every year I’d worry a little
and give a warning, “Remember where you put him, we don’t want to lose baby Jesus.” They were careful, but I would
still worry that we might lose the baby Jesus. Before supper we’d light the blue candles on the Advent wreath and
pray “Come, Lord Jesus be our guest.” Advent was about waiting to put the baby in the manger. On Christmas Eve, we
retrieve the hidden baby Jesus, give a sigh of relief that we haven’t lost him, put him in the manger and light the
Christ candle.
It’s possible to lose baby Jesus in the craziness of Advent. As Christians, surrounded by the most commercialized and
secularized holiday of all, we are always in danger of losing Jesus. Not the ceramic Jesus figurine from our nativity set,
but losing our way in Advent and never finding the holy in the midst of the hectic; never experiencing the expectant
purposeful waiting that brings us to the awe and wonder of Jesus Christ, the baby born in Bethlehem.
Every year I want to issue some motherly WARNING: Don’t lose the baby! If you lose the baby, Christmas doesn’t
make any sense at all. Without the baby, Christmas is a beautifully wrapped box with nothing inside. It is empty of
meaning, but most of all it is empty of hope.
I want to issue a motherly CAUTION: Don’t lose the baby. If you lose the baby, Christmas doesn’t work. It is broken
and like a cracked snow globe, the hope leaks out. The world needs Jesus this Christmas more than ever. There are
so many broken things in our personal lives, the pain leaks out over grief, loss, and disappointment. There is so much
systemic brokenness in our communities and in our country that it leaks out as violence. We need the hope and healing that only Jesus can bring.
Theologically, we don’t need to worry about losing Jesus because Jesus is with us. First in Luke 2 “She gave birth to
her first born son and laid him in the manger;” then the incarnation of John 1, “The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us.” The incarnation Jesus hasn’t been lost. In Matthew 28 Jesus promises to be with us “always to the end
of the age.”
Perhaps a more accurate warning is this: DANGER: Don’t lose sight of the baby. That baby, that Word made flesh is
the light of the world. In these dark days of winter we need the light of the world to shine in us and through us.
Now a little ENCOURAGEMENT for this Advent and Christmas: PRACTICE INCARNATIONAL MINISTRY. That means just
show up and be Jesus for others. Go and be Jesus for those who may have lost sight of him. Go and be the Church,
show your neighbors, your community the love of Jesus. Go to the dark places and bring Jesus. Go sit with those who
are sad and be Christmas. Go and speak the truth into the cracks of the broken places in our society. Go, just show
up and be the hands, feet, the voice, the love of Jesus. Go and let your light so shine before others, go be the light of
September 16th - 7pm
Christ, the light no darkness can overcome.

@toVivian
Dahl’s
May God bless you, your family and congregation, and may the peace of God made real
us in a baby
born Home
in Bethlehem fill your hearts this Advent and Christmas Season.
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150TH ANNIVERSARY DIRECTORY PICTURES
It’s almost there! Please schedule your appointment if you haven't already done so!
Join us for a free professional photography session with Lifetouch for our 150th
Anniversary Directory. We would like EVERYONE included in this!!
Lifetouch will be here on the following dates:
Thursday, December 12th from 2pm-9pm
Friday, December 13th from 11am-6pm
Saturday, December 14th from 10am-5pm
Each family will receive a free 8x10 photo and will have the opportunity to purchase more portrait products. Plus,
receive a free 150th Anniversary Directory. Schedule your session today!
If you would are not able to make those dates work, a picture can be submitted or a different date can be scheduled
at a different place. Please submit any photos ASAP.
ONLINE SCHEDULER LINK IS BELOW. Please call the office during office hours with any questions. We will also have
someone available on Sundays after worship to schedule appointments.
Scheduling Website: https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b2xsrk4e/

St. James & Friends
ADVENT READING & CANDLE LIGHTING
We still need volunteers for Sunday, December 22nd.
will meet at Kristie’s
There is a sign-up sheet in the back
Sweets & Treats for
of the Sanctuary.
lunch at 11:30 on
Tuesday., December 3rd for our
Christmas Lunch meeting. Bring a
Lorraine Schilling
$5.00 gift if you wish to be in the gift
715.877.2599
exchange. The charge for a ham dinner
Mary Tumm
with all the trimmings
will be $14.
715.877.2916
December
16th @ 12pm
Hope to see you there. Call Maxine O.
Sue Sell
Christmas Luncheon
sueesell@gmail.com
for reservations at 715 877-2313.
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November 2019
Yearly
Budget—$150,706.10
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,898.20

November
Receipts-$10,150.10

Year to
Date—$123,082.03

Budgeted
Amount-$136,215.40
Percent
Reached—82%

November 2019
In Memory of:

Judy Kaatz
Pete Bergren
Robert Wilhelm
Robert Wilhelm
Pete Bergren
Willard (Bill) Maik
In honor of: Stella Kranig

Given By:

Don & Ellen Smith
Ann Bergren
Jack & Lorraine Schilling
Ron & Mary Tumm
Bill & Bea Tumm
John & Jan Kaeding
Steve & Paulette Oas

Fund:

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Choir
Furnace
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Come check out the library! All the Christmas decorations are out
and Christmas books are displayed and surrounded by tinsel.
Help us decorate the Christmas Tree on the desk—
hang an ornament each time you check out a book!

HOMEBOUND
COOKIE
DELIVERY
Please consider signing up to deliver
some Christmas Cheer and Cookies to the
home bound members of our
congregation. If you know of a
community member that you’d like to
bring some cheer to also, please let us
know! We will box some cookies up for
18th
- 2pm
youNovember
to deliver to them
also. Sign
up sheet
is on the table
in the Gillig’s
church Home
entry
@ Susan
way. Thanks for bringing some joy of the
season of others!
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“GOOD GIFTS”
GIVING TREE

We have a "Giving Tree" this year in the entryway.

December 4th
December 11th

December 18th

Worship @ 5:30 pm

You can purchase one of the ELCA Good Gifts
"ornaments" (catalogs &order sheets with
instructions are next to tree) and make a donation
to the ELCA Good Gifts program that provide
funds for animals as well as
ways to help provide school
books, water wells, bibles
and many other similar
items. Please see the “Good
Gifts” table for more
information.

We pray you’ll find many beautiful new reasons to praise God
during this Holy Season.
Merry Christmas!

Pastor Rick
IMPORTANT STUFF IN DECEMBER

DEC 1 - World AIDS Day
DEc 1 - National Christmas Lights Day
DEC 2 - Cyber Monday
Dec 2 - National Fritter’s Day
DEC 2 - National Mutt Day
DEC 3 – Giving Day
DEC 3 - National Disability Day
DEC 4 - National cookie Day
DEC 7 - International Civil aviation Day
DEc 7 - National Cotton Candy Day
DEc 8 - International Children’s Day
DEC 12 - National Poinsettia Day
DEC 13 - National Horse Day

DEC 14 - National Monkey Day
DEC 17 - National Maple Syrup Day
DEC 20 - National Ugly Sweater Day
DEC 21- National crossword puzzle Day
Dec 21 - National Flashlight Day
DEC 22 - National cookie Exchange Day
DEc 22 - Winter Solstice
DEc 24 - Christmas Eve
DEc 24 - National Egg Nog Day
DEc 25 - Jesus’ Birthday/Christmas
DEC 28 - National Call A Friend Day
DEC 29 - National Bacon Day
DEc 31 - New Year’s Eve
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Council Minutes from November
The St. James Trinity Church Council meeting was called to order on November 5, 2019 at 6:08 PM by President Don
Sedgeman. Members in attendance were Pastor Rick Biedermann, Don Sedgeman, Ron Menard, Mike Vagts, Mark
Kaeding, Loretta Carter, April Marty, and Maxine O’Brien. Those not in attendance were Travis Kaeding, Suellen Hageness,
and Dick Mandehr.
Secretary’s Report – was approved by email.

Treasurer’s Report - showed a balance on October 1 of $10,099.29 with receipts of $10,564.43, expenditures of ($10,376.84)
leaving a balance of $10,286.88. A motion to accept these figures was made by Ron M. and seconded by Mike V.
Motion carried. A $1,000.00 rebate from the furnace contract was applied to the Debt Retirement account. A motion by
Don S. to apply $1640.00 from this account to the loan at the bank and seconded by Max O. Motion carried.
Vouchers - were reviewed and noted to have charges for Kurth Heating and Accent Paint to be paid out of the account
#4030 - supplies and repairs. The total of $2,355.75 will be paid per a motion by Don S. and seconded by Ron M. Motion
carried.

Pastor’s Report – showed the usual duties of preparing worship, leading worship, preaching, leading Bible study at each
church, visitation, home Communions, newsletter article, Council meeting, Covenant Board, and worship planning at ELCB.
He also met with 9th grade confirmands individually and as a class. Five 9th graders affirmed their Baptism on Confirmation
Day. There was a pre-Baptism meeting of Stella Kranig and Baptism. He also helped with fall cleanup. There was a
monthly coaching online as part of Leading Well and he plans to attend the Leading Well retreat in Florida on January 2024,2020. He will also be going to a Clergy Conference at Luther Park in Chetek. He had new member classes for Sarah
Kaeding and Ashly Martin who will be joining the church on November 17th. Lunch with Mike Henry to discuss poverty
concerns in our area. They are checking on a possibility of a Feed My People food truck coming to Fall Creek a few times
a month. There was a pre-marriage counseling for Ashly Marten and Brandon Wathke. Megan Milroy has turned in her
resignation as of December 1st due to school conflicts. He also participated in a Fall Creek Middle School interview at the
school and is in the FC Community Men’s Choir again with practice on Monday evenings. Vacation is planned for
November 25th to December 2nd. Pastor Greg Harrell, a retired Methodist pastor and member of ELCB will be covering the
Dec. 1st which is a Holy Communion Sunday. He also had the Bob Wilhelm funeral. There will be three Advent services with
help from Mark K. Mark K. will be going to Lay School of Theology for two years. Tuition may be paid from the Sell
Scholarship when the Endowment Committee meets to discuss this.

Committees:
Worship/Music – no updates.
Finance/Stewardship – met and recommended monies for the youth plans. Salary discussed and looked at the budget.
Debt Retirement – no updates.
Executive/Personnel – Don S. did Laurel Boyer’s yearly review. They found a few new ideas to try. Discussion of getting the
newsletter out by the first of the month between SJT and ELCB.
Covenant Board – met last month and will meet again on November 18th at St. James Trinity.
Property Committee – Covers for the air conditioning units outside have been made. We had 4 people help with fall
cleaning. Another person brought treats, coffee, juice, and milk. An estimate to fix the front door was submitted as
$1220.89 and approved by the Council through email. A question came up as to who would be called for furnace repairs.
It was determined that Kelly would be called for boiler problems and Kurth for the air ex-changers. Groups working
downstairs can’t hear the doorbell. A wireless one can be installed per a motion by Don S. and seconded by Ron M.
Motion carried. The church will be decorated after the December 4th Advent service.
Education and Youth – received notice that Megan Milroy, our Youth Director will be leaving by December 1st. We will be
looking for another person to fill this position with 5 to 10 hours per week at $15.00 per hour.
Community Outreach – will be serving the pulled pork supper for the Deer Hunter’s service on November 20th. Also, the
WELCA will be serving a Christmas luncheon on December 1st.
Endowment – no new updates.

Old Business – Discussion of the 150th Anniversary Committee will be tabled until the next meeting. Also the Facility Rental
Agreement will be tabled for the next meeting. Reports for the annual report need to be submitted as early as possible.
The Annual Meeting will be on January 26, 2020.

New Business – Discussion of a “Workers Appreciation Day” will be tabled until the next meeting. We are to make a list of all
people that do different functions or are on committees within the church. Mark K. will be attending the Lay School of
Theology. Having a food truck from Feed My People may be coming here a few times a month with food for people in
need. More information coming.
The December Council meeting will be on December 3 at 6:00 PM.
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Calendar for December 2019
St. James Trinity
Lutheran Church

(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

d
d

facebook.com/stjamestrinity

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
MEGAN MILROY, YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: elcbateman.youth@gmail.com

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Don Sedgeman (Pres.), Travis
Kaeding (VP), Suellen Hageness (Treas.), Maxine
O’Brien (Sec.), Ron Menard, Dick Mandehr, Maxine
O’Brien, Mike Vagts, Loretta Carter, Mark Kaeding,
April Marty
Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair) Oversees
worship, music and special services.
Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.

Community Outreach: Maxine O’Brien (Chair)
Keep leadership and the congregation
outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Endowment: Charles Schumacher (Chair)
Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Maintains and distributes our financial resources Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
Parish Education: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
outreach in the community and around the world.
Oversees youth education program.
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Oversee staff and evaluations.
Every Wednesday at 11am.
Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Audit financials.
Maintain and organize our church library.
Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar—ELCB (Chair)
Quilting Group: June Kaatz (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month.
a pastor with English Lutheran Church of
Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Bateman.
Dartball league with area churches.
Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel Boyer,
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don Sedgeman,
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair) Group
Elaine Sedgeman
gathers for lunch once a month.

