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THE PARISH VISITOR

Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus Christ through our ministry of
worshiping, preaching, teaching and caring.
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Any donations or items to raffle would be much appreciated.

APR 7—HC

APR 14-PASSION,HC APR 18—MAUNDY TH APR 19—GOOD FRI

APR 21-EASTER, HC

APR 28

Ushers: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Crystal Vagts
Acolytes: Hunter Barth
Emallie Sorensen
Comm Asst: Loretta Carter

Ushers: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Jamie Gerike
Acolytes: Makaila Winrich
Sullivan Monnier
Comm Asst: Betty Bischoff

Ushers: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Pete Bergren
Acolytes: Morgan Elmhorst
Kambel Sell
Comm Asst: Don Sedgeman

Ushers: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Dorothy Kaeding
Acolytes: Makaila Winrich
Emallie Sorensen
Comm Asst: N/A

Ushers: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: Sue Sell
Acolytes: Hunter Barth
Elizabeth Kent
Comm Asst: Dick Mandehr

Ushers: Greg J./Duane C.
Lector: N/A
Acolytes: Tyler Kleinhans
Morgan Elmhorst
Comm Asst: Ron Menard

APR 10-LENTEN SERVICE—Acolytes:

Jenna Fitch & Kambel Sell
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2019 Easter Message
May I have your attention please!
MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION for an important announcement!
MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION FOR AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT, NOW, PLEASE!!!!!

What do we have to do to get the world’s attention? We’ve got good news, great news, the best news, but we can’t
seem to get the attention of those who need to hear it the most.
For a few years in my former parish I sent out postcards and Facebook posts hoping to catch the attention of those
who weren’t members of my church and invite them to EASTER WORSHIP.
I used cute designs from OUTREACH.COM. My favorite was a photo of a fuzzy blue stuffed toy bunny with the
caption: Is the true meaning of Easter a little fuzzy? On the other side of the card was an invitation to worship at
Trinity, the church I served. This year they have a photo of an adorable baby wearing floppy fuzzy bunny ears and
the caption reads: Have you heard the real story of Easter? They also have a post card with the photo of a green
field filled with colorful Easter eggs ready for the Easter Egg hunt. The caption reads: Hunting for more this
EASTER? These clever cutesy cards are designed to get the attention of the world and invite non-members to come
to their worship services. It is not a terrible idea to send a postcard in the mail or post on social media inviting
people to visit your church, but it is it working? Does sending a card capture the world’s attention?
What does it take to get the attention of the world? What does it take to get the attention of the family that lives in
the yellow house across the street from your church building?
Some seems to be so distracted, busy, engaged in daily living, or just getting by. Others seem anesthetized by
mind numbing virtual reality activities on their computer, phone or TV screens. A few find time to worship at the
gym, yoga class, running, or biking. Sometimes I just want to yell, HEY! LISTEN UP, I’ve got good news. But I know
they won’t be able to hear me over the din of daily life.
So what do we do? We know that guilting, shaming, and judging doesn’t work. Should we just…Give up. Shut up.
Close up? Nope. I’m too much of an optimist for that. I think there is one thing we as a church can do that might
get the world’s attention. We can sneak up and love them up.
I don’t mean sneak up like stalking, that’s illegal. What I mean is act like you love your neighbor in little ways so
that eventually without you really knowing it, you DO love your neighbor and you can be in a relationship in such a
way that you can invite them to know and love Jesus, the real Jesus, the Jesus of Easter.
Maybe the first step is caring enough about the folks that don’t know the story about Jesus life death and
resurrection to send them a silly post card. Maybe a baby step is caring enough about the children who won’t hear
the Easter story in Sunday school and inviting them to come to your church for an Easter egg hunt and before it
begins tell them about Jesus in some simple way. Maybe you could care enough to get to know the name of the
church neighbor in the yellow house and who knows where it will go from there. Care enough to get to know your
neighbor, the Muslim family from Somalia that lives next to the grocery store. Care enough to get to know your
immigrant neighbor, the Latino family that lives across the street from the school.
Maybe the only way to get someone’s attention is to love them. That’s how God got my attention.
God sneaks up on us, loves unconditionally, loves the world so much that he gave his only Son, and on the third
day he rose from the dead, so that we might have life. That’s the real meaning of Easter. That’s the good news the
world is dying to hear. They just don’t know it yet. Maybe YOU can love someone enough to tell them about it.
It’s Easter. Let’s go love-in Jesus’ name, Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson

Page 5

VOLUME III ISSUE IIII

-

Page 6

THE PARISH VISITOR

Breakfast

 7:30

April 21  8:30
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Highlights

from

Meeting

March

5th

The St. James Trinity Lutheran Church Council meeting was called to order at 6 P.M. by Council President Don Sedgeman. Those in attendance were Don
Sedgeman, Travis Kaeding , Dick Mandehr, April Marty, Loretta Carter, Mark Kaeding, and Maxine O’Brien. Those absent Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Ron
Menard, and Mike Vagts.
Secretary’s Report – was approved by email.
Treasurer’s Report – Balance on hand 02/01/19 was $7,692.37. Receipts for February were $7,364.00 and expenditures were ($11,234.30), leaving a balance
of $3,822.07 on 02/28.
An email was sent to determine if we should eliminate our notation of the Easter date and time in the newspaper. This was approved by email. After
discussion a motion was made to remove the church information in the paper as info today is usually sought on the internet. Our mission outreach amounts
will be discussed at the next month’s meeting.
Pastor’s Report – Megan Milroy has a summer job in Colorado so parents will have to step up during this time. The Youth Lock-In was successful with 4 of
our girls and 4 friends. Ash Wednesday will be 03/06 at 5:30 P.M. There will be no confirmation during Lent but there will still be Sunday morning Sunday
School. Pastor attended the Synod Conference on “Opioid Crisis” on 02/19th at Luther Park. He received a series of DVD’s and a book on the subject. Pastor
will be attending “Walking Together,” and Megan and one youth will attend “Christ Jam”, the Synod Youth Board’s annual middle school event on 03/09 at
Davies Center at UWEC. Cost is $25. A memorial service was held here at SJTL on 02/23rd for nonmember Roy Stevens. Family request for Pastor Joanne
Sorenson to conduct the service was approved. Rachael Kaeding’s memorial service will be 04/6 at 11:A.M.
Committees:

Worship – will have skits for the Lent evening services. We will use the same program/music as last year.
Finance/Stewardship – Elaine Sedgeman will be financial secretary.
Debt Retirement – Discussion on the having another thrift sale with the possibility of adding clothes. Also there could be a raffle at different events.
Executive/Personnel – no update.
Covenant Board – Ron Menard is now on.
Property Committee – The furnace project with Kurth Sheet Metal was approved at the congregation meeting on 03/03/19. The first phase will be started 5/1
to be completed by 6/1. A line of credit to be raised at the bank was approved. A permit to do the furnace will be needed from the city and the state with
inspection fees coming.
Education/Youth – will be looking for new projects. A spreadsheet is being made for planning. They will serve the Lent supper on 3/20. Flower pots will be
painted, decorated, and planted for sale and they are planning to do a brat sale in FC. The homebound will be visited with small groups. Camp will be in
June. They may be selling butter braids.
Community Outreach – will be meeting on 03/14.
Endowment – will send information regarding the scholarship changes to students in high school.
Resource People – found that we had a three week problem with recording the services. It was fixed with a new router. They will be checking on better
equipment.
Old Business – There will be a gathering of council members for “Vision and Goal Setting” by Pastor Erin Nelson, the new Director of Evangelism. She will
preach at SJT on 06/16/19. Travis K will be sending an email to determine when we can meet to set our goals for the council and church. We discussed
electronic giving. New easy software is available. More info is coming. The choir will serve the Lent supper on 03/13, youth will serve 03/20, council will
serve 03/27, women will serve 04/03, and 04/10 is open.
New Business – a motion was made by Mark K to start planning for our 150th anniversary. Marcy Johnson will be contacted as a resource person
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The sign-up sheet for sponsoring the weekly bulletin is up.
There is only one sheet now posted and it is on the bulletin
board in the sanctuary. Sponsoring a bulletin is $15.00.

In Memory of:

Given By:

Fund:

Curtis Hong
Ted Bishop
Harvey Jungerberg
Alice Smiskey
Dennis Tumm
Ralph Peuse
Ralph Peuse

Ervin & Doris Hennig
Mary Lou K./Maxine O.
Sue & Mark Ruhe
Ervin & Doris Hennig
Shirley Jungerberg
Shirley Jungerberg
Dorothy Kaeding

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
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Calendar for April 2019
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 179
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

E

facebook.com/stjamestrinity

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN
Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
MEGAN MILROY, YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
Email: elcbateman.youth@gmail.com

SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER
Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
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