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We love because he first loved us.

-1 John 4:19
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St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND, 2PM, VALLEY
GOSPEL CHOIR WINTER CONCERT BENEFITTING THE
CHIPPEWA VALLEY STREET MINISTRY, LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPARD, 1120 CEDAR AVE,
EAU CLAIRE, FREE WILL OFFERING.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH, 7:30 PM, THE NORDIC

CHOIR-2019 GREAT LAKES TOUR, HOPE LUTHERAN
CHURCH, 2226 EDDY LANE, EAU CLAIRE, TICKETS
ARE $20. CALL 715-832-1414.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH, 6PM, MY STORY OF

ADDICTION AND REDEMPTION, SPEAKER FROM
HAZELTON-BETTY FORD FOUNDATION, 29 PINESSLEEP INN CONFERENCE CENTER, SPONSORED BY
SACRED HEART, FREE.

SUNDAY, MARCH 3RD, MARDI GRAS SUNDAY AT

ELCB, THERE WILL BE BEIGNETS SERVED DURING
FELLOWSHIP AND AFTER WORSHIP A MARDI GRAS
THEMED MEAL WILL BE SERVED COMPLETED WITH A
PHOTO BOOTH! ALL THE PROCEEDS WILL BE A
DONATED TO THE YOUTH FOR A MISSIONS TRIP.
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Agape Love

Valentine’s Day is coming soon. I know that
some might see Valentine’s Day as a
commercialized way for card and flower and
candy companies to make money. For others it
can be a painful time, as they are reminded of either the loss of a loved one or that they
don’t have a close relationship with someone. But for others this is a day to celebrate
love. And in the middle of a long, cold winter we look for whatever things we can celebrate.
I can remember as a child folding red construction paper in half and cutting out
valentines.
In writing this article I began to wonder about the origin of this day. To save you from
having to Google it, this is what I found from Wikipedia: “Valentine’s Day is named after
one or more early Christian martyrs named Valentine and was established by Pope
Gelasius I in 500 AD. It was deleted from the Roman calendar of saints in 1969 by Pope
Paul VI, but its religious observance is still permitted. It is traditionally a day on which
lovers express their love for each other by presenting flowers, offering confectionery, and
sending greeting cards (known as "valentines"). The day first became associated with
romantic love in the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the High Middle Ages, when the tradition
of courtly love flourished.”
I never realized Valentine’s Day started out from a Christian martyr with the name of
Valentine. So we as Christians can also see this day as a time to be reminded of God’s love
for us. I know we hear that a lot. But I think we get confused about what love means.
There are actually four different Greek words for the word love in the Bible. The word
that is most often used in describing God’s love is agape (uh- gop – ee). This is not the
romantic, mushy kind of love. Agape love is a deep, sacrificial love in which we are accepted
just as we are. It is unconditional love. We do not earn it.

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament
for nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all
people with the Good News of Jesus Christ through our ministry
of worshiping, preaching, teaching and caring.
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Sometimes it is hard to believe that God loves us that way. Because we know how much
we mess up. We know that we don’t live the way God wants us to live. Really, how and why
would God even care about us, much less love us? There is a bit of mystery to that.
Throughout human history people have always rebelled against God and worshipped other
gods. It really is quite amazing that God would still choose to love us. But we are told in
the Bible that God created us. And God loves what God created even though we are not
perfect. God also knew that we would continue to rebel, and worship other gods basically what we call sin, so he sent his son, Jesus to live the life we could never live.
We’ve heard so many songs about love that it is easy to think of love as more of a feeling
or emotion. And there is nothing wrong with having that kind of love for someone. But God
gives us another definition of love. God’s agape love is not so much a warm feeling as an
act. We see God’s valentines of agape love in Jesus accepting the outcasts, washing his
disciple’s feet, healing, forgiving and dying a painful death on a cross.
So if God would give us a heart candy it would look like this: I
for you! May we share that agape love of God with others.

You because my Son

See you in church.
Pastor Rick Biedermann

Saturday, February 2nd — 6pm @ SJT
(For grades 8-12 from ELCB & SJT)
See Megan for details…

Worship Servers for February
FEB 3—HC

FEB 10

FEB 17—HC

Ushers: Doug Sorensen (Head)
Lector: Jill Jungerberg
Acolytes: Riley Brion
Kambel Sell
Comm Asst: Travis Kaeding

Ushers: Doug Sorensen (Head)
Lector: Dorothy Kaeding
Acolytes: Hunter Barth
Morgan Elmhorst

Ushers: Doug Sorensen (Head)
Lector: Deanna Schilling
Acolytes: Tyler Kleinhans
Elizabeth Kent
Comm Asst: Don Sedgeman

Comm Asst: N/A

FEB 24
Ushers: Doug Sorensen (Head)
Lector: Cailey Sorensen
Acolytes: Jenna Fitch
Sullivan Monnier
Comm Asst: N/A
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St. James & Friends will meet at 11:30 am on Tuesday,
February 12th at church to share rides to Connell’s
for noon lunch. Join us for fun and fellowship.
Call Maxine O'Brien for reservations at 715-877-2313.

The Luther College Nordic Choir
Friday, February 8th at 7:30pm

Hope Lutheran Church, 2226 Eddy Lane, Eau Claire

Under the direction of Dr. Andrew Last, Nordic Choir is one of the
premiere collegiate choral ensembles in the nation.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for students/seniors (65+)
Available online at tickets.luther.edu and at the door.
Tickets are also available from the Hope Lutheran Church office, 715-832-1414.

DON’T FORGET TO DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS®
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its
Thrivent Choice® program can help support
organizations you care about. Don’t let Choice Dollars
expire. Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have
Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 2019, to direct any remaining 2018 Choice
Dollars. Help support St. James Trinity. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or
call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.
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A visitation chart is available in the entryway for members
to sign up to visit our homebound members. You can sign up
for a particular month. We would ask that you bring some
bulletins from the previous Sundays wit h you. They are
available in the walkway to the Cry Room or above the
coat rack at the north entrance.

Pastor Rick applied for and received a $6000 grant from the Siebert Foundation to help pay for the costs to
attend three Leading Well retreats and receive monthly coaching along with other pastors. St. James Trinity
and English are asked to each pay $500 for two years. This was the retreat that he attended in Florida the
end of January. Here is what the web site says about Leading Well retreat:
“It is a four-day training experience for pastors, deacons, and church leaders that offers practical learning,
Sabbath rest and collegial support. Leading Well events offer a unique blend of "nuts and bolts" skill
development along with worship, retreat, and sharing of best practices.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:


Refine your capacity to work effectively with staff and volunteers.



Explore your gifts, strengths and values, and their implications for how you lead.



Practice what it means for you to live and lead well.



Learn ways to interpret your ministry context.



Take time for worship, prayer, rest and fellowship..

Pastor Rick will be attending two more retreats the end of January in 2020 and 2021. He appreciates the
support of both the councils and congregations to participate in this program.
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Financial Secretary

The Financial Secretary is responsible for inputting
financial giving for quarterly statements, and the
Annual Report. This is a voluntary position.
Requirements: Computer literate, familiar with data
entry, detail orientated and money handling experience helpful. Confidentiality a must!
Time Commitment: It takes about ½ hour to input one week of giving envelopes; quarterly

statements take about 2 hours/quarter. If you have home internet some of the tasks may be
completed from there.
Time Line: This position will start immediately and will include training.

The Opioid Crisis: You Can Make A Difference!
There is not one congregation and probably not one family that has not been affected tragically by the disease of addiction,
whether that is by opioids, alcohol, tobacco, food, gambling, sex or computer/game/I-phone addiction.
What newscast does not include something on tragedy caused by addiction? What extended family has not had someone with
an addiction problem? What hospital is not one-third full of patients there due to addictive problems? Even though addiction is
America’s number one health problem, our understanding of this disease is woefully inadequate.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recognizes that faith-based and community partners eagerly and
willingly step in to meet the needs of their colleagues, friends and neighbors — especially during a crisis. As such, we want to
equip our partners to respond to the current opioid health crisis — complementing their compassion and local understanding with
the expertise of HHS.
(For more information or to register, go to:
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07efzkj6kl1b6217f5&llr=qw44dqbab)
Workshop Presenters:



Rev. Kal Rissman - Pastor Kal, ELCA, has spent almost 40 years of his ministry working with addictions as a Master Addiction Counselor,
Nicotine Dependency Counselor, Marriage and Family Life Therapist, hospital chaplain and parish pastor.



Rev. Aimee Wollman Nesseth, M.Div, M.S. BCC – Aimee is a Board Certified Chaplain in the ELCA who is currently on leave from call and
working as the Program Coordinator for the Northwest WI Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition. She is responsible for building a
coalition of public and private healthcare organizations, including faith communities, to build resilience and increase emergency
preparedness.

There is no cost for this workshop! It is fully covered by a grant written by Aimee Wollman Nesseth, M.Div, M.S. BCC of the NWWI
Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition (NWWIHERC)

Tuesday, February 19 at Luther Park Bible Camp
Registration starts at 9AM (Pre-registration required)
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Volunteer needed to provide a ride to church for
Sunday worship when possible for Erlene
Dragseth. Erlene lives at Wunderhaven Apt. #3.
Please let Pastor Rick know if you can help.

January 2019
Yearly
Budget—$150,706.10
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2,898.20

January
Receipts-$9,184.00

Year to
Date—$9,184.00

Budgeted
Amount-$11,592.80
Percent
Reached—6%

3 D C O M M U N I T Y H E A LT H S E R I E S -

B R O K E N : M Y S TO RY O F A D D I C T I O N A N D
REDEMPTION
Monday, February 25th
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Program starts at 6 p.m.
29 Pines/Sleep Inn & Suites Conference Center
5872 33rd Avenue, Eau Claire
William Moyers, the public advocate for the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, uses his own story to highlight the power of
addiction and the promise and possibility of recovery from it. Moyers addresses problems and solutions related to alcohol
and other drug issues facing many of our families in the community, including the opioid epidemic.
Learn what parents and grandparents can do to influence the next generation. Moyers has appeared on Oprah, Larry King
Live, and Wisconsin Public Radio, and is the author of “Broken: My Story of Addiction and Redemption,” a New York Times
bestselling memoir.
Registration is required for this FREE event.

Register at: https://www.stjoeschipfalls.org/Event-Management/3D-My-Story-of-Addiction-and-Redemption
or call 715-717-6565.
Please bring a non-perishable food item for our local food pantries.
Hosted by HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital - Eau Claire, WI and HSHS St. Joseph's Hospital - Chippewa Falls, WI
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Council Corner
Notes from Council Meeting on January 8, 2019
The St. James Trinity Lutheran Church Council meeting was called to order January 8, 2019 by Council President, Don
Sedgeman. Those in attendance were Pastor Rick Biedermann, Don Sedgeman, Travis Kaeding, Marcy Johnson, Suellen
Hageness, Ron Menard, Mike Vagts and Dick Mandehr. Maxine O’Brien was not present. Devotions by Dick.
Secretary’s report – approved
Treasurer’s report – December 1, 2018 balance $3,352.05, receipts for December $21,748.00, expenditures
($13,986.30), leaving a balance on December 31, 2018 of $11,113.75
Vouchers – December 31, 2018 balance $1,068.35. The 3% giving to the Emergency Fund has become active again. Due to
expenses, money was not deposited in the fund for the last 4 months of 2018.
Pastor’s report – There are 15 members attending bible study each week. There will be a Church Council Clinic on Saturday,
February 2 from 9:00 – 2:00 at Rice Lake. $10.00 fee per person. The new Bishop will be there. WALKING TOGETHER, a
synod gathering will be on March 9 at UWEC in the Davies Center, featuring speakers and workshops. All congregation
members are welcome to attend.
Committees:
 Worship – No new updates
 Finance – meeting to plan 2019 budget
 Debt Retirement – No new updates
 Personnel Committee – No new updates
 Covenant Board – will meet February 6 at 7:00 at St. James Trinity.
 Education/Youth – No new updates
 Community Outreach – No new updates
 Property – will meet at 6:00 on Tuesday, January 15th
 Endowment – Met to discuss the Herbert Roscelia Sell Scholarship. One change was made. We removed the two
years requirements.
 Tech People – no new update.
Old Business: ELECTRONIC GIVING – discussed several methods of electronic giving. We will be looking at a couple options
to chose from. Travis will speak to someone at the bank. We need to make sure these options connect with our new
software. More information to the congregation will follow.
New Business: The following adjustments were made regarding staff earnings: A motion was made and passed to pay Laurel,
based on a 20 hour week, $300.00 since she did not take her vacation for last year (2018) only. Motion made and passed to
increase our custodian’s earnings from $13.00 per hour to $13.50 per hour. Motion made and passed to increase our
organist’s salary from $80.00 to $85.00 per event. The St. James Trinity Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 27,
2019, following Worship Service. There will be a Straw Vote on two separate items scheduled. A short special church council
organizational meeting will take place following the annual meeting. A motion was made and passed to donate $50.00 to the
Fall Creek High School graduation lock-in in May.
A motion was made and passed to approve the 2019 budget in the amount of $150,706.10. The budget now is similar to the
2018 budget. The following adjustments were made to the 2019 budget: Line 2015 is now $2000.00, Line 2070 is now
$650.00, Line 3015 is now $1500.00 and line 3020 has been changed to $2250.00.
The next council meeting – February 12th at 6:00 pm.
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Bulletin Sponsors

The sign-up sheet for sponsoring the weekly bulletin is up.
There is only one sheet now posted and it is on the bulletin
board in the sanctuary. Sponsoring a bulletin is $15.00.

ATTENTION LECTORS:
Weekly Readings Chart

There is a chart on both bulletin boards that has the
weekly scripture and gospel readings for the year.
The weekly bulletin will be emailed to you on
Wednesday, the week you are scheduled to
read or a copy can be picked up at the church.
Thank you for your service!

2018
ANNUAL
REPORTS
Available near
both entrances.
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Calendar for February 2019
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street, PO Box 179
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org

E

facebook.com/stjamestrinity

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
515.229.6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715.877.2160
Cell Phone:
715.828.5596
Office Hours:
Mon/Wed 9am-2pm
MEGAN MILROY, YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR
SUE SELL, BOOKKEEPER

Email: elcbateman.youth@gmail.com

Email: sjttreasurer1@gmail.com

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
NOLI HADT, ORGANIST
DEB BURFIELD, CUSTODIAN JOAN SCHIEFELBEIN, ACCOMPANIST

SJT Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!
There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.

Church Council Members: Don Sedgeman (Pres.),
Travis Kaeding (VP), Suellen Hageness (Treas.),
Loretta Carter (Sec.), Ron Menard,
Dick Mandehr, Maxine O’Brien, Mike Vagts,
April Marty

Endowment: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Maintains and distributes our financial
resources above and beyond regular
offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.

Worship & Music: Marcy Johnson (Chair)
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Audit: Ron Menard (Chair)
Audit financials.

Property: Ron Menard (Chair)
Personnel/Executive: Don Sedgeman (Chair)
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage. Oversee staff and evaluations.

Finance/Stewardship: Travis Kaeding (Chair)
Church budget and finances.
Community Outreach: Maxine O’Brien (Chair)
Keep leadership and the congregation
outreach minded.
WELCA: Dorothy Kaeding, (Chair)
This women’s group does many activities
involving community outreach.

Covenant Board: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Provides oversight and support for the
sharing of a pastor with English Lutheran
Church of Bateman.

Debt Retirement: Mark Kaeding (Chair)
Working towards reducing the church’s debt.
St. James & Friends: Leonese Smith (Chair)
Group gathers for lunch once a month.

Altar Guild: Jan Luedtke & Sue Sell (Co-Chairs)
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.
Education/Youth: Suellen Hageness (Chair)
Oversees youth education program.
Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Wednesday at 11am.

Library: Carol Cance (Chair)
Maintain and organize our church library.
Quilting Group: Opal Kunz (Chair)
Meet the 3rd Monday of the month .

Dartball League: Duane Cance (Chair)
Dartball league with area churches.

Technology Resources: Brian Kent, Laurel
Boyer, Pastor Rick, Suellen Hageness, Don
Sedgeman, Elaine Sedgeman

