The Pyish Visitor
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church (SJT)

Jeff Gerike 9/28

SEPTEMBER 2018

Susan Mandehr 9/23

Scott Gerike 9/28

Ryan Prock 9/9

Greg Jungerberg 9/23

Shirley Schumacher 9/14

Dorothy Kaeding 9/18

Emallie Sorensen 9/24

Gary Kunz 9/13

Lawrence Volbrecht9/7

Samantha MacGlashin9/2

Therefore, brothers, be patient until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth and is patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You
also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, because the Lord’s coming is near.
-James 5:7-8
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The Difference Between Welcoming and Inviting
The Smith family moved into a new community due to job relocation. They had to grow through the
process of selling and buying a house. And they had to get the kids enrolled in the new school. They
wondered if anyone would welcome them to their new home but the neighbors seemed too busy. After
getting settled they started to think about finding a church. They had gotten out of the habit of going to
church but they felt like it was time to get connected again. They had gone to a Lutheran church in their
previous town but that wasn’t as much of a priority. They wanted a church that was friendly and liked
having kids. So they began to check out websites and Facebook pages of area churches. They noticed that
every church had something on their website about welcoming all people. Some websites had old information
on it. They picked out a couple churches to visit.
At one church they had a hard time figuring out where to park and then which door to go in. Once inside
the door they picked they still weren’t sure where the sanctuary was located. Since they had a two year
old, the parents wondered if there was a supervised room in case she got fussy. There were some greeters
who welcomed them and gave them a bulletin. The worship service was kind of hard to follow. The people
seemed to be going through the motions and were bored. The singing was not very enthusiastic. They liked
the children’s message but the sermon was too long. After worship the pastor noticed they were visitors
and invited them to fellowship time and told them where it was. Nobody else actually invited them or
even talked to them but they decided to give it a try. As they tried to find a table they noticed that
everyone had gotten into their particular groups and were laughing and enjoying each other’s company. But
no one really invited them to sit with them, so they sat at an empty table by themselves. Someone did
finally come over and welcome them and engaged in some conversation. They were told that the church
needed teachers and maybe one of them could help with that. They decided to cross that church off their
list.
Most churches consider themselves welcoming churches. And many try to be to some degree. But to be
welcoming is not enough. To welcome someone means that someone has to actually first come to the
church building to be welcomed. For many people, this is difficult. We need to go further than simply be
welcoming. We need to be an inviting church.
Inviting means that we take the first step to invite someone to come to worship. In recent conversations
at both churches I heard that there were quite a few people that have moved into the communities
(Cont’d on Page 3)

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for
nurture and mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus.
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near the church. But no one had actually had had a conversation with these new people to see if they
might be looking for a church. And with church school programming and confirmation and choirs beginning,
this is a good time to do this.
If you find out they are looking for a church then please go one step further and offer to meet them at
a designated church door and even offer to sit with them and if you go to fellowship time, invite them to
join you. We can no longer simply wait for people to show up at church on Sunday. We need to be
proactive and “reach out and invite.”
Now I realize this might be outside your comfort zone. There is some risk. They may say they go to a
different church or just say no. But that’s OK. At least you made the attempt. Take a moment now and
think of someone that has moved into your neighborhood. Pray about it, asking for help in making this
invitation. Then go to their home, knock on their door, introduce yourself, welcome them to the community,
ask if they might be looking for a church home. If yes, invite them. Tell them why you go to this church.
Or option two is to call them. We are going to have brochures available soon for you to give them. Offer
to meet them at church or give them directions and tell them which door to go in. You can also invite
someone you haven’t seen in church for a while.
Why do we do this? Not because we want more people or more money. But because we want people to
know the true life that only Jesus gives. We want people to know they are loved unconditionally by God.
We want people to know there is a God who gives meaning and purpose to this life.
There is a difference between “welcoming” and “inviting.” I pray that we will be an inviting church.
See you in worship,
Pastor Rick Biedermann

Megan Milroy
We are pleased to announce that Megan will be
our new Children, Youth, and Family Director.
She will be working at both SJT and ELCB part-time.

The library serves treats on the
1st Sunday of every month for
Fellowship & Coffee hour and the

Our council approved her working 5 to 7 hours per week.

donated money goes to the

Megan will be a junior at UW - Eau Claire. She was also a

library. There are still a few

camp counselor at Luther Park Bible Camp this past

Sundays towards Spring where we

summer. We are excited and look forward to having her

are still in need of volunteers to

with us. We will have a brief “Meet and Greet” with her
Sunday, September 9th following the outdoor
worship service at Keller Park.

bring bars/cookies. There is a
sign-up sheet on the desk corner
in the library. The library also
has Confirmation cards on sale.
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August 2018
In Memory of:

Charles Kaeding
Marvin Schumacher
Shelley Steinke
Charles Kaeding
Shelley Steinke
Loved Ones
Charles Kaeding
Shelley Steinke
Shelley Steinke
Charles Kaeding
Charles Kaeding
Charles Kaeding
Charles Kaeding
Shelley Steinke
Charles Kaeding
Charles Kaeding

Given By:

Jerry & Marcy Johnson
Jerry & Marcy Johnson
Jerry & Marcy Johnson
Steve & Paulette Oas
Steve & Paulette Oas
Jane Becker
Ervin & Doris Hennig
Rev. Doug & Mary Brandt
Arnold Zimmerman
Joan Strasburg Sowers
Family & Friends
Joyce Bassett
Susan Sell
Susan Sell
Ronald & Marlene Manteufel
Steve & Vickie Wagner

Fund:

Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Choir
Choir
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace
Furnace

August 2018
Yearly
Budget—$150771.79
Needed Weekly
Offering—$2899.46

OUTDOOR Service @
Keller Park
Sunday, September 9th
Will include Blessing of Backpacks,
Teacher Installation and a
Light Brunch will be served.

August
Receipts-$8621.00
Year to
Date—$82548.95

Budget
Amount-$98581.64
Percent
Reached—55%

St. James & Friends will meet on
September 10th at 11am at the church
to share rides to the Olive Garden
for our monthly meeting. Please
call Maxine at 715-877-2313 so we can call in a
reservation. Come and enjoy good Italian food
with us for fun and fellowship.
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Registration Forms available on the bulletin board
or in the office.
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JOIN THE CHOIR—
We are looking for more people to come and
sing with the choir....no auditions necessary!
Choir rehearsal starts on Wednesday, Sept
5th at 6pm and rehearsal is every
Wednesday. The choir also sings twice a
month on Sundays.

C

PHOTOGRAPHER
WANTED

We are looking for a
volunteer to take on-going random
pictures of church happenings,
events and people that we can post
on our website and Facebook.
Please see Laurel or Pastor Rick
if you are interested.

14TH ANNUAL TOUCHED TWICE FREE CLINIC

Saturday, October 13th
10am-2pm

Landmark Christian Church
4140 126th Street
Chippewa Falls, WI

We are provide services in a manner that show God's love to our community in
practical ways. We also believe that beside the touch of providing basic needs we
can touch our community members twice by sharing our hope in Jesus Christ with
them.
Services include: hair cuts, manicures, family photos, Chiropractic treatments,
Physician appointments, eye exams, free distribution of eye glasses, a free bag of
groceries, a thrift sale type clothing area, tax consultation, oil changes, counseling
services and a free warm meal.
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Minutes from
August 7, 2018

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by Council President, Don Sedgeman. Those in attendance were
Don Sedgeman, Pastor Rick, Dick Mandehr, Maxine O’Brien, Suellen Hageness, Mike Vagts, and Marcy
Johnson. Those not in attendance were Ron Menard, Travis Kaeding and Duane Rugotzke. Devotions by
Suellen Hageness.
Secretary’s Report: Approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Beginning balance July 1st: $8,579.02, Receipts for July: $10,184.00, Expenditures
($11,368.99). Balance July 31st: $7,394.03. Our balance was down about $1,200.00 from last month’s
balance. Treasurer’s report approved.
Vouchers: $3,656.52.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor is interested in hiring a part-time children, youth and family director for an
average of 5 hours per week. This position would be shared by English Lutheran Church of
Bateman. Pastor knows of someone who is interested in the position. Pastor recently met with Parish
Education teachers. Council approved a continuing education grant for over a two-year period for
Pastor.

Committees:
Worship/Music: will meet soon. An outdoor worship service has been planned for Sept. 9 at Keller Park at
8:30 am. Sunday School teachers will be installed and children’s backpacks will be blessed.
Property Committee – The engineering company, APEX, is returning soon to evaluate our current heating/
cooling system. The cost for this service will be between $4,000.00 and $8,000.00, with $8,000.00 being
the top amount. We have recently had some service calls for our system, totaling $1380.00 for current
heating problems.
Education/Youth: Committee is looking at Sunday School classes meeting on Sunday mornings, with a
PrayGround format. A letter will be going out to families. Thank you to the congregation members who
have volunteered to teach.
Finance/Debt Retirement/Personnel Committee: have not met
Covenant Board: will meet August 21st
Community Outreach: will meet August 15th
Endowment Committee: will meet September 5th
Old Business:
-Because our Sunday receipts have been lower, motion was made that no money be approved for emergencies
until the end of the year. Motion carried.
-A motion was made to hire a youth director for 5/7 hours a week, $15.00 per hour, with a cap of $1800.00 to
spend.
-A community picnic will be held August 26th at Keller Park. The picnic is to support the American
Legion in their plan to build a veteran memorial at Randall Park. Our congregation was asked to donate
7 pans of bars and help serve at the picnic.
Next meeting scheduled for September 6th at 6:00 pm.
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Calendar for September 2018
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
https://www.churchtrac.com/public_calendar? )

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

305 S. State Street/PO Box 279
Fall Creek, WI 54742

www.stjamestrinity.org
f facebook.com/stjamestrinity

PASTOR: RICK BIEDERMANN

E

Pastor Email:
pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Office Phone:
715-877-2160
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: LAUREL BOYER
Church Email:
admin@stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715-877-2160
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Mon & Wed: 9 am - 2 pm
Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel,
to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual strengthening,
and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus.

See you in
Worship!

