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April Birthdays
Norman Conrad 4/5

Mildred Knuth 4/24

Loretta Schauer 4/9

Betty Patzwald 4/25

Arthur Shong 4/11

JoAnn Wilhelm 4/29

Peter Bergren 4/13

Darlene Baglein 4/30

Aubrey Olson 4/18

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in
me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” -John 11: 2525-26
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St. James Trinity Lutheran Church


Sunday, April 8th, 4:30pm—6pm,
First Communion Class.


Sunday, April 15th, 8:30am,
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New Beginnings
I’m not a golfer. I used to be but I gave it up because,
frankly I just wasn’t very good. I lost too many balls and it
just got to be too frustrating. But there was one thing I liked
about golf. It’s called a mulligan. Basically, it’s a do over. It’s
not really legal according to the rules of golf. But the pastors
I played with allowed them. There are different limitations on
how often or when you can use a mulligan. Usually one could
only use one mulligan per nine holes and only off the tee or
from the fairway. Since we were Lutheran pastors who
believed in grace we could take a few more mulligans.
Are there times in your life when you’d like to have a mulligan?
A chance to do something over again? It may have been
something stupid or embarrassing or something that hurt
someone. The thing is we could probably all use a mulligan
every day and even more than once a day.
We celebrated the resurrection of Jesus from the dead on Easter. But as Christians,
we not only celebrate it on Easter Sunday we celebrate it every Sunday and really,
every day of our lives. There are actually 7 Sundays of Easter in our church calendar.
We celebrate the resurrection each week because we need to be reminded that God
has power over death.
Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) And
that new, abundant life is not just for after we die. God wants us to have that new
abundant life now in this life. Resurrection is only something we can look forward to
after our death. We can experience resurrection – abundant life each day
(Cont’d on Page 3)

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the
Holy Spirit through the Gospel, to gather around
the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people
with the Good News of Jesus.
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(Cont’d from Page 2)

Now we have to be careful in how we understand that word abundant. That doesn’t
mean having lots of money and stuff. That may be how the world defines abundant.
But for Christians the abundant life means being able to have hope when things look
hopeless. Abundant life is the joy of knowing that God is a loving and forgiving God. It is
living a life filled with the life of the resurrected Jesus.
Because Jesus rose from the dead the things that try to drag us down, the things
that try to kill our soul, our spirit, do not have the final say. These are the things we
say and do or things we fail to do that cause guilt and shame. There are the fears
and the worries we may have. Because Jesus rose from the dead these things no
longer have power over us. Because Jesus died and rose from the dead, God forgives
us. And being forgiven frees us from guilt and shame which gives us new life. Now we
many still suffer the consequences of how we have hurt others and we still may
need to have reconciliation with others. But we have already been reconciled with God
through Jesus. We can ask for forgiveness many times every day trusting that God
always will forgive us. There is no sin so bad that God cannot forgive it and in fact has
already forgiven it when Jesus died on the cross.
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection we can have multiple mulligans or new
beginnings every day of our lives. That is worth celebrating and giving God thanks and
praise every Sunday and every day.
See you in church,

First Communion Class
.

Pastor Rick is holding a class for the youth at ELCB and SJT that will be
participating in their First Communion on April 15th.

April 8th  4:30 pm to 6 pm

 ELCB

First Communion will take place during Worship on April 15th.
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Meeting Highlights from
March 6, 2018
 Treasurer's report - beginning balance on February 1, 2018 was $10,464.70. Receipts for February $9,564.95 expenditures ($10,513.20) - Balance on Feb. 28, 2018 was $10,513.20.
Due to possible future expenses, council
members discussed the possibility of increasing our line of credit at the bank. We will be updating our Memorial
account in the near future.
 Pastor's Report - Pastor Rick will be attending the Youth Mission Trip to Denver from July 8 - July 15. Pastor
attended the Council Leadership Training by the Synod staff. Maxine who also attended gave a report. There were
230 people in attendance.
 Property Committee - The issue of the room in the education unit, not getting sufficient heat has been
resolved. Committee is getting cost bids from heating committees. New locks will be installed on our entry doors in
the near future.
 Worship/Music Committee- will meet the first or second week after Easter.
 Debt Retirement - meeting after Easter.
 Evangelism - Motion made to form an Outreach Committee and change the name from "Evangelism" to "Community
Outreach Committee".
 Old Business - Funeral Protocol - we now have a volunteer group who will be serving at funerals in the future, on a
rotating schedule. They will be meeting on March 11.
- Choir Director - We are changing the method we use in paying our choir director—Now paid monthly.
- Confirmation - our 8th grade confirmation students will be confirmed on Oct. 28, 2018. (Reformation Sunday)
- Emergency Procedure/SafetyTask Force Committee - A Fall Creek Police Officer will be attending our next
council meeting to assist us in forming plans, should we be faced with any safety concerns in the future.

Next meeting April 3, 2018 6pm
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March 2018
Budget—$150771.79

March
Receipts-$13028.00

Budget
Amount-$34793.52

Needed Weekly
Offering—$2899.46

Year to
Date—$31849.95

Percent Reached—21%

We are getting ready to update the church records
so watch for the Membership Update Form that will
be emailed this week. Please print , fill out, and return
to the church by May 15, 2018. It can be mailed
back to the church at PO Box 279, Fall Creek, WI
54742 or it can be turned in to the church office. We
will also have the form available in the office if you are unable to print the form
and will also be in the bulletins for the next few weeks. Any help you can give
us will be appreciated. Thank you for your cooperation!

SENIOR
GRADUATION
.

Please let Pastor Rick or the office know
if there are any seniors graduating from
high school this spring.
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Chippewa Valley Street Ministry
The following is a request from the Street Ministry. Each Tuesday and
Friday, when they are meeting with the homeless on the street, they give
out snack bags in addition to clothing and toiletries. They may give out
between 30 and 50 bags each outing. The items provide some nourishment to
help ‘in between’ meals for those who need it.

Also, bottles of

water and juice are given.
A previous source of these items has been lost and they need
to replace these items.
As always, a hearty ‘thanks’ from them to you supporters.
Pastor Mike always mentions his gratitude to STJT for all you do.
Items can be left at the church and I will deliver, or you can leave funding
with a note specifying its use and I will shop for you.
Thank you, Steve Oas

715-829-9600

In Need of:



Candy Bars (“Fun Size” )

Granola Bars (or other small snack items)



Backpacks

Monetary donations

Please donate if you can, perhaps you employer or
group that you belong to would consider a donation.
Contact us with questions.
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Calendar for April 2018
St. James Trinity Lutheran
Church
(To get better quality copy go to
http://stjamestrinity.view-events.com)

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715-877-2160
Office Hours: Mon. & Wed.: 9am - 2pm
PASTOR: RICK BIEDERMANN
Email: pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Cell Phone: 515-229-6193

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: LAUREL BOYER
Email: admin@stjamestrinity.org
Cell Phone: 715-382-6490

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus.

St. James Trinity

Lutheran Church

