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S t . J a m e s Tr i n i t y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ( S J T )

Happy Birthday to:

Dorothy Goble 2/22

Loretta Carter 2/2

John Schilling Sr. 2/22

Alma Zich 2/3

Ione Shong 2/26

Inez Dehnke 2/11

Roger Baglein 2/27

Join us for the Lent Services on Wednesday evenings during Lent.
Walk with Jesus as he goes to suffer and die on the cross for you.
(See page 3 for Worship Schedule)

Upcoming Events

IN THIS ISSUE:

St. James Trinity Lutheran Church

From the Pastor/Luther Park Bible Camp

2

 Sunday, February 4th, Tailgate Party following worship.
 Saturday, February 10th from 9am-4pm, Spring Craft Retreat,

From the Pastor (Cont.’d)/Lent Schedule

3

ELCB Fellowship Hall.

 Monday, February 12th, St. James and Friends, meet at the church

Luther College Symphony/Spring Craft Retreat
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at 11:00 am to share rides to have lunch at Perkins in Eau Claire.

 Saturday, February 24th, youth serving at Community Table.

Council Corner

5

Council Corner (Cont’d)/Empty Bowls/Budget

6

Calendar of Events

7

From the Church Office/Newsletter needs

Back

 Sunday, February 25th, speaker from the Gideon’s during worship.
 The Luther College Symphony Orchestra, will perform at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 6, Grace Lutheran Church, 202 West Grand Ave.,
Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

 Thursday, March 1st from 11am-7pm, Feed My People Empty Bowls
Fundraiser, Florian Gardens, 2340 Lorch Ave., Eau Claire.
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Why I (And You) Need Lent
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday this month on February 14th. It
begins with the sober reminder that “you are dust and to dust
you will return” as a cross of ashes is marked on our
foreheads. But do we ever stop and wonder why we have Lent?
Why be reminded of something we’d rather not think about –
our own death? Why go to church an extra time every
Wednesday, isn’t going on Sunday enough? What is the whole
purpose of Lent? Why do people give up something for Lent?
(Or some now take on a new discipline or way of serving.)
Lent has been going on a long time. Lent is one of the oldest observations on the Christian
calendar. Like all Christian holy days and holidays, it has changed over the years, but its
purpose has always been the same: self-examination and penitence, demonstrated by selfdenial, in preparation for Easter. It began around 130-200 AD but lasted only two or three
days, not the 40 observed today.
Then in 325 AD, the Council of Nicea discussed a 40-day Lenten season of fasting which soon
encompassed the whole Church. Lent at this time was seen as a time to prepare new
Christians to be baptized on Easter. Ash Wednesday didn’t begin until over 200 years later.
As I think more about the 40 days of Lent, I realize just how much I need Lent. Lent comes
at a time when I am growing tired of winter. Lent comes at a time when I need the
opportunity to focus more on Jesus and why he was willing to suffer and die a horrible
death. One can get a bit lax in some of the disciplines of the Christian life. Lent helps us be
more intentional in spending more time in prayer and reading the scripture.
Now I realize that there are so many other things that get in the way of following Jesus:
job, family, marriage, sports, etc. But it’s a matter of priorities. I ask you to see the 6
Wednesdays in Lent as well as Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as opportunities to draw
closer to Jesus. Make attending these services a priority. Walk with Jesus as he goes to
suffer and die on the cross for you.
(Cont’d on Pg. 3)

LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP
2018 Summer Camp Brochures are available near both
entryways. Registration forms are included in the
Brochure. Camp information is also available on their
website at www.lutherpark.org.
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(Cont’d from Pg. 2)

This year we will be using Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer. The message will be dramas.
The theme of the dramas is “Call Me Sometime.” The plays revolve around a variety of
relationships and our need to talk, as well as our failure to talk. Do we sometimes fail to take
time to tell others that we love them? Do we treat strangers in unkind ways? What are the
chance encounters that might take place on a phone, through which God might be at work?
Lent begins Feb 14th with Ash Wednesday services at 5:30 @ St. James Trinity and at 7:00 @
English. There will be no soup supper on Ash Wednesday. The following 5 weeks worship will be
at the same times: Wednesdays 5:30 at St. James Trinity and 7:00 at English with soup supper
after the service at St. James Trinity and before the service at English. Maundy Thursday
service will be only at St. James Trinity @ 7:00 pm. Good Friday service is @ St. James Trinity
at 1:30pm and First Presbyterian in Chippewa Falls at 7:00 pm for English.
Because we are not having confirmation classes I expect the confirmands (and families) to
attend the Lenten worship services. They can take sermon notes on the skits.
If you want Easter to mean something more than lilies, eggs and candy or a nice service that
you go to out of tradition, then I invite and encourage you to join us in the journey of Lent
and come to the midweek Lenten services.
Pastor Rick Biedermann



Wed., February 14th—Ash
at 5:30pm—No Meal
14th Ash Wednesday—Worship
Wednesday



Wed., February 2—Worship
at 5:30 pm with meal served after service
2



Wed., February 28—Worship
at 5:30 pm with meal served after service
28



Wed., March 7—Worship
at 5:30 pm with meal served after service
7



Wed., March 14—Worship
at 5:30 pm with meal served after service
14



Wed., March 21—Worship
at 5:30 pm with meal served after service
21



Thurs., March 29—Maundy
at 7pm—No Meal
29 Maundy Thursday—Worship
Thursday



Fri., March 30—Good
at 1:30 pm—No Meal
30 Good Friday—Worship
Friday
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The Luther College Symphony Orchestra
2018 Midwest Tour
Chase away the chill of winter by surrounding yourself with stirring classical
music! The Luther College Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of
Daniel Baldwin, will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6,
6 at:
Grace Lutheran Church
202 West Grand Ave.,
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

The concert is part of the Symphony Orchestra's 2018 Midwest Tour.
The program will include Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 in E minor and
William Grant Still's Ennanga, for harp, piano and strings. The concert is open
to the public with a freewill donation taken at the door.
There is no charge for students.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH
FROM 9AM TO 4PM
ELCB FELLOWSHIP HALL
Join us to catch up on those craft projects you have been meaning to get to at our
Spring Craft Retreat. Photo projects, quilting, knitting, art projects, scrapbooking and
other paper crafts are just a few of the types of projects that sometimes get shuffled
when things get busy. Get creative, enjoy some fellowship without the distractions of
home, see what crafts other members enjoy and perhaps get inspired!
 Bring your own project materials
 Each crafter gets a table (or 2) for work space.
 Brown bag lunch.
 Bring a friend-- we have room.
 Free will offering for Hall usage.
Please RSVP at sherilwahlin@gmail.com.
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Highlights* of January 15, 2018 St James
Trinity
Council Meeting
TREASURER’S REPORT: The final report for 2017 shows about $2,000 more expenses than income. However, we are
about $13,000 up from last year. We paid off the $20,000 loan at the bank, paid for about $10,000 expenses on the
parsonage improvements, and most of the street assessments. So we have been doing well.
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor a busy December with Advent services, the Blue Christmas service, Christmas Eve
services and Tuesday Bible Study at ELCB. He will be attending a Winter Pastor Theological Event Jan. 28-29
“Saying the M word” (money). Lenten Services will be use the Holden Evening Prayer and have drama/skits. He spoke
about three different upcoming seminars that are available for Pastors and Council members.
The Covenant Board has set the schedule for Lenten services as follows: Ash Wed. 2/14 SLT 5:30 and the Lenten
services will also be at 5:30. Maundy Thursday 7 pm, Good Friday 1:30, Easter Morning 8:30 and 10:30 SJT, Sunrise
service at 6:30 SJT. Breakfast will be 7:30 to 8:30. If the youth will help, the money will go toward the Denver
Mission trip. Ron and June Menard will be in charge of the breakfast.
We have had Thank You Cards from the Plymouth Street Ministry and Luther Park for our donations to them.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
 Worship/Music. Met in January. Lenten services are set.
 Property: Travis will address with the village the snow not being cleared by the handicapped areas as well as
they have in the past. Committee to get estimates of what it will cost to replace the furnaces. The old soiled
carpet in one of the Parsonage upstairs bedrooms is to be removed. Will be updating the Administrative Assistant
office with new paint and carpet. Estimates to be given before updates take place.
 Personnel: Met January 15 to interview Laurel Boyer for the Administrative assistant. Committee recommended
her hiring. Council then approved to hire her for 20-25 hours per week at $15.00 per hour.
 Covenant Board: Last meeting gave Pastor permission to alternate council meetings. The terms for the members
will be on the annual meeting ballot for this year will be Don Sedgeman for a one-year term, Mark Kaeding for a
two-year term and Greg Hageness for a three-year term.
 Tech People: Microsoft Publisher is needed for completion of monthly newsletter. If the cost is under $300,
approved Laurel to go ahead and order it.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Office phones: Steve & Ron working on purchasing/upgrading to new ones so caller may be put on hold or
transferred.
 Electronic Voting. Is covered in the new constitution - if the congregation approves the new constitution.
 Constitution. Will have copies at the annual meeting and a summary of the changes.
 Copier contract. The old lease contract ends the end of the month. There was a clause in that that said at the
end of the contract, we could buy it for $1.00, so we now own it. After discussion, we signed a new maintenance
agreement. This can be changed or dropped at any time. This contract is for $125 per quarter and includes 8,000
b/w copies and color copies at 9.2 cents a copy.
(Cont’d on Pg. 5)
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(Cont’d from Pg. 4)

 Funeral Protocol. Two people have expressed interest in being liaisons for this. We need 3-4 people. Will need to
compile a list of duties. Contact Marcy. Will put in bulletin.
 Church Safety. Will have a Deputy here next meeting. May want to contact other churches in the Fall Creek area
about having some joint classes to discuss how to keep our church safe.
 Winter Weather policy. Discussed having a service cancellation notification process. Maybe have a message on the
answering machine at church; let TV stations know and broadcast; WEAQ will do this. Set up a call list. Will have
further discussions to implement.
NEW BUSINESS:
Gideon. Ron Steinke has asked to speak at a service. Permission given.
Holy Communion Practice: First Sunday of the month will be at the alter rail and the third and fifth Sunday will be by
intinction. People take their own glass. Pastor and assistants will take communion first.

Installation of council Feb 4th.

NEXT MEETING: February 6th. At 6 pm. Note time change.
*These are the highlights. Full minutes are available in the church office upon request.

Where soup, art and hungerhunger-relief efforts meet!
This benefit meal of soup, bread and dessert
features hand-crafted bowls donated by
local artists.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:

Thursday, March 1st
11 am to 7 pm
DineDine -In or Carryout
Florian Gardens
2340 Lorch Ave.

www.fmpfoodbank.org
Or by visiting Feed My People Food Bank
Proceeds benefit Feed My People Food Bank and
hunger-relief efforts across West Central Wisconsin.

We look forward to seeing you there!

January 2018
Budget—$150771.79

December
Receipts-9257.00

Budget
Amount-$11597.84

Needed Weekly
Offering—$2899.46

Year to
Date—$9257.00

Percent Reached—6%
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Calendar for February 2018
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
(To get better quality copy go to
http://stjamestrinity.view-events.com)

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715-877-2160
Office Hours: Mon. & Wed.: 9 am - 2 pm
PASTOR: RICK BIEDERMANN
Email: pastor@stjamestrinity.org
Cell Phone: 515-229-6193

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: LAUREL BOYER
Email: admin@stjamestrinity.org
Cell Phone: 715-828-5596

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through the
Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and mutual
strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus.

OFFICE REQUEST:
I am trying to get a database set up for group emails. I would like to email the
Parish Visitor to as many households as possible to save on printing and mailing costs.
Through email, it can also be viewed or printed in color. I would also like to
start emailing reminders for upcoming events in the future. Please send your email
address to admin@stjamestrinity.org or just drop a note at the office.
Thank you, Laurel Boyer
WANTED:

NEWSLETTER IDEAS!

Looking for ideas, events, committee reports or articles that
could be included in the monthly newsletter!
Please submit by the 20th of the current month, for the next month’s Parish Visitor.
Thank you!

