T he Parish Visitor

JANUARY 2018

S t . J a m e s Tr i n i t y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ( S J T )

Upcoming Events
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
 Youth Sunday, January 7th
 Annual Meeting, January 21st after Worship
(approx. 11:30 am)

 The Luther College Symphony Orchestra, will perform at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6, at Grace Lutheran Church
202 West Grand Ave., Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

“And
age.”
And remember I am with you always to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:20

God be with you in the year to come—Welcome 2018!
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Hello - Goodbye
You probably have heard the Beatle’s song: “Hello Goodbye.” One of
the lines of the song says, “You Say Goodbye, and I Say Hello.” I
thought of this song as we say goodbye to one year and hello to a
new year. Life is filled with hellos and goodbyes. Our granddaughter
has learned to wave bye-bye. We learn at an early age that people
come and go. If you had family visit or went to visit family over the
holidays, there were hellos and goodbyes. Some people don’t like
goodbyes. They feel that sounds to final so they prefer, farewell.
Some people take a long time saying goodbye. Lovers talking to
each other on the phone don’t want to be the first one to say, goodbye.

A form of good-bye has been spoken since the sixteenth century. It comes from godbwye,
which is a contraction of “God be with ye.” And that is not such a bad thing to desire for
someone – that God will be with them as they leave us. How do handle goodbyes and hellos?
Is that difficult for you? Would you prefer to avoid them? It probably depends upon what
you are saying goodbye and hello to. If it is a goodbye and good riddance than it is not a
problem. If it is a goodbye to someone you love at their death, it can be very difficult.

I don’t know what kind of year 2017 was for you. For some it was a hard year and they are
ready to say goodbye to it. For others, it may have been a good year and may be reluctant
to let it go. Some of us may have anxieties and fears about what the new year may bring.
Will there be illness? Tragedy? Death? On the other hand, will there be births? Marriages? Job
opportunities? Good health? Obviously we don’t know what the year will bring.

We can say the same thing about our church. Both churches have experienced changes this
past year, a new pastor, changes in staff, a new monthly youth Sunday, a “Prayground” for
families with children to go to during worship. I am sensing a new optimism in both churches.
What will the new year bring? Do we want to grow as a church? Most people will say they
want their church to grow, but that can mean more change. And that will mean more people
inviting others to worship.
(Continued on Page 3)

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy Spirit through
the Gospel, to gather around the word and Sacrament for nurture and
mutual strengthening, and to reach out to all people with the
Good News of Jesus.
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As we say goodbye to 2017, it is time to look back and see how God has been faithful to our
churches and in our own lives. Has God seen you through difficult times? How did God do that?
I would guess that it was most likely through other people. I would hope that it would be
through the church, which we call the body of Christ. I would hope that God gave you
strength through his Word and through Holy Communion.

As we look back and count our blessings, as we see that God is faithful and has carried us
through the good and bad times, we can look ahead with calm and confidence that God will
continue to be faithful. As it says in Deuteronomy 31:6 “Do
Do not be afraid or discouraged, for
the Lord is the one who goes before you. He will be with you; he will neither fail you nor
forsake you."
And remember I am with you
you. And in Matthew 28:20 we hear Jesus say, “And
always to the end of the age.”
age. Or a short way of saying that is “Good-bye – God be with you
in the year to come.

See you in church,
Pastor Rick Biedermann

Thank you for the congregational gift of
money as well as individual cards and
gifts. We appreciate your generosity
and feel blessed to be here.
-Pastor Rick and Nancy

Laurel Boyer is filling in as the Administrative Assistant in
the Church Office. She also works at English Lutheran
Church of Bateman so office hours have changed:
Mondays & Wednesdays—
Wednesdays—9 am—
am—2 pmpm-AT SJT
Tuesday & Thursday—9 am—2 pm—AT ELCB
Fridays—Flex day permitting her to
work where needed most.
Phone messages and emails are checked daily.
Please call 715-828-5596 if anything
needs immediate attention.
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December 2017
Budget—$159962.00

December
Receipts-$18663.00

Budget
Amount-$159962.00

Needed Weekly
Offering—$3076.00

Year to
Date—$149581.10

Percent Reached—94

December 2017
In Memory of:

Given By:

Fund:

In Honor of Sharon Steinke

Steve & Paulette Oas

Choir

Lorraine Wathke

Bud & Lucille Drehmel

Debt Reduction

Don Zich

Debra Zich

Debt Reduction

Lorraine Wathke

Vern & Elmira Aiken

Debt Reduction

Harvey &Elvira Jungerberg

Mark & Sue Ruhe

Debt Reduction

OFFICE REQUEST:
I am trying to get a database set up for group emails. I would like to email the
Parish Visitor to as many households as possible to save on printing and mailing costs.
Through email, it can also be viewed or printed in color. I would also like to
start emailing reminders for upcoming events in the future. Please send your email
address to admin@stjamestrinity.org or just drop a note at the office.
Happy New Year! Thank you, Laurel Boyer
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The Luther College Symphony Orchestra
2018 Midwest Tour
Chase away the chill of winter by surrounding yourself with stirring classical
music! The Luther College Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of
Daniel Baldwin, will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6,
6 at:
Grace Lutheran Church
202 West Grand Ave.,
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

The concert is part of the Symphony Orchestra's 2018 Midwest Tour.
The program will include Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 in E minor and William
Grant Still's Ennanga, for harp, piano and strings. The concert is open to the
public with a freewill donation taken at the door. There is no charge for students.

“Kindness is like snow — it beautiﬁes everhing it covers.”
—Kahlil Gibran

Updating Office Records
Please Watch for more information on updating our Office
Records. We would like to add any missing information to
our Church Management System (ICON) so we can utilize
the software and reports fully and get updated address
and phone numbers. We will be mailing out forms to each
household that will need to be filled out as complete as
possible and dropped off at the office or mailed back.
This information is just for our use internally at ELCB and
will be kept confidential. We are hoping to have these out
sometime shortly after the 1st of the year.
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Meals on Wheels Needs

You

In Fall Creek!
 Regular and substitute volunteers are urgently needed to deliver meals to

homebound neighbors in the Village of Fall Creek.
 Meals are picked up at Fall Creek Valley Care Center, 344 W. Lincoln Ave., in

Fall Creek at 11:30am. Meals are delivered MondayMonday- Friday. Delivery takes up
to one hour.
 You can volunteer once a week, once a month, or whatever fits your schedule.

A car is needed but gas mileage can be reimbursed. Training is provided.
Parents are welcome to bring children and make it a family activity!
 Please consider Meals on Wheels volunteering and making a difference in your

Fall Creek Community!

For more information or to volunteer, call Kaylynn Stahlbusch at the ADRC 715715-839
-4763, toll free at 11-888888-338338-4636 or visit our web site at www.eauclaireadrc.org.
**Please see the “Volunteer Opportunities” list in the office for more volunteer needs! **

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot
drive out hate; only love can do that.”
—Martin Luther King Jr.
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Calendar for January 2018
St. James Trinity Lutheran Church
To get better quality copy go to
http://stjamestrinity.view-events.com

ST. JAMES TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
305 S. State Street
Fall Creek, WI 54742
www.stjamestrinity.org
Church Office Phone:
715-877-2160
Office Hours: Mon. & Wed.: 9 am - 2 pm
PASTOR: RICK BIEDERMANN
Pastor Email: pastor@stjamestrinity.org

INTERM ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: LAUREL BOYER
Church Email: admin@stjamestrinity.org

Mission Statement:
Our mission is to respond in faith to the call of the Holy
Spirit through the Gospel, to gather around the word and
Sacrament for nurture and mutual strengthening, and to
reach out to all people with the Good News of Jesus.

ANNUAL MEETING
Will be after the worship service (Approx. 9:30 am) on

Sunday, January 21, 2018.
There are copies of the Constitution Amendments available for review in the office.

WANTED:

NEWSLETTER IDEAS!

Looking for ideas, events, committee reports or articles that
could be included in the monthly newsletter!
Please submit by the 20th of the current month, for the
next month’s Parish Visitor.
Thank you!

